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u 3 q Meet at Community Centre, Prebendal Avenue 3
b kg, Bve 1.30 p.m. for start at 2.00 p.m. Muid—Bucks q
Aylesbury

Free Refreshments available.

SPEAKER - 18" December 2025 — Clare Pasquale — Humorous verses

Clare developed an interest in writing humorous verses in birthday cards a
number of years ago. She started to read to audiences at poetry groups and
other events and writes about everyday subjects and situations.

SPEAKER - 15" January 2026 - Bobbie Darbyshire - ‘A BEGINNING, A
MUDDLE & AN END: Where do novelists get their ideas?’

SPEAKER - 19'" February 2026 - Bill Hamilton - Man on the spot
SPEAKER - 19" March 2026 - Tony Lyster - Bucks (Quainton) Railway

CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT - Colin White
Welcome to our Newsletter for December 2025.

By the time you receive this we will be getting close to 75
our final Monthly Meeting of the year. If you have any &
items you would like to include in the raffle, please bring " 4
these along to the meeting. As well as the raffle, we ##.
should be entertained by Clare Pasquale and her
humorous verses and refreshed by tea/coffee, mince §
pies and biscuits provided by the wonderful people who
work in the kitchen for us each month.

The Tea Rota for 2026 will be added to the website later in December. If you
are on the rota and find yourself unable to attend a Monthly Meeting that you
are due to help at, could you please ensure that you let Louise know so that
alternative arrangements can be put in place? Many thanks.

For the November meeting the trips team produced a list of possible venues for
our coach visits next year. Many of you took the opportunity to express your
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opinions about where you would like to go. From the long list a shortlist has
appeared, and the team will now start work in earnest to get things in place for
2026. If you are able to help the team with this they would be most grateful —
many hands make light work! Please have a chat with Jan or Pauline if you
think you could help.

| am seeking the opinions of those of you who
attend the Pub Walks about possible walks in 2026
— please see the item later in the Newsletter for
more information.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all
Members that help out in any way. Your efforts do |
not go unnoticed. | hope you all have a restful and
peaceful Christmas and New Year.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP Jasmine & Simon Reeks

November Meeting — Thank you Rupert

No meeting in December

January Meeting — Thursday 22"92026, 14.00
Southcourt Community Centre, Prebendal
Ave, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire

England, HP21 8LF.

Planning Meeting. Ideas and volunteer leads required, well ideas anyway!
Volunteers for hospitality and a cake or two for the day, please.

February Meeting — Thursday 5" 2026 14.00 for 14.30 talk Southcourt
Community Centre

Prebendal Ave, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire v
England, HP21 8LF By popular demand, a return visit 0
by Julian Hunt with an illustrated talk on Buckingham, iz \v-'f”-" -
the original county town. Volunteers for hospitality and s L /a e

a cake or two, please.

Note change from normal date.

(photo: copyright from BAS Records)




JIGSAW TABLE - Julie Leach

The suggested contribution for a jigsaw is 50p. Our
supply of puzzles is good at the moment. However, we
are always grateful for any donations that are made, and
if we don’t sell them they will still go to a good home. If
you have finished a jigsaw that you previously obtained
from the table, why not bring it back?

PUB WALKS - Colin White (07941 652918)

The final walk of 2025 took place on 6™ November. We
met at The Half Moon pub at Wilstone. The walk was just
over 3 miles, and we managed to: navigate along part of
the Grand Union Canal walk; not drown in the slurry in a
farmyard at Gubblecote; see some interesting artwork in |
fence-form, and have a welcome lunch at the pub.

| have started working on routes for next year, and | hope
to lead the first walk of 2026 in March. | mentioned at the
November meeting that we will hopefully be able to see

bluebells in May. 7 i 144

| would like to hear from Members about doing an evening walk to try and
experience the wonder of glowworms. This would be best in July. Is this
something that would interest the pub walkers? Do let me know.

| would like to, once again, thank Jan Paver for all the great work that she has
put in on Pub Walks in the past.

QUIZ GROUP - Ann Burman (07709 226884 / 01296 422084)

The next Quiz will take place on Tuesday 20t January 2026
at Foxhill Indoor Bowls Club, starting at 2.00pm. Cost £2
per person (including tea/coffee and biscuits). All members
are welcome. It would be nice to see some new faces, why not
give it a go?

Quiz is normally on the third Tuesday in the month, apart from December when
we do not meet.



HISTORY OF TRANSPORT - Jim Wilding (01296 623628)

£ ;@Cg;b We are taking our Christmas break, so our next meeting will be on
wm—— i Wednesday, 21st January 2026, 2.30, at 9 Mill Mead,

o

amegem,.  Wendover.
s -

MUSICAL APPRECIATION - Jim Wilding (01296 623628)

\ We are taking our Christmas break, so our next meeting will be
Y25 on Tuesday, 27th January 2026, 2.30, at 9 Mill Mead,
Wendover.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - Colin White

We are, once again, preying on your generosity, and as it is about to be the
season of goodwill to all, can we ask you to have a good rummage around in
your cupboards (or other suitable storage places)
for items suitable for our Branch Christmas Raffle?

If you find any items that you think would be great
prizes, please bring them along to the December
monthly meeting, we would be most grateful for
any contributions.

You'll all be delighted to know that we have
purchased some new raffle tickets, and | am
assured that they are properly perforated (for ease
of tearing and ensuring that all tickets are included
in the bag for possible draw) and brightly coloured! With eye-popping, properly
perforated tickets you’ll no doubt want to buy lots! Which will then result in lots
of funds, which we will then send on to MacMillan Nurses.

GADGET GROUP - Simon Reeks

An interesting month, including
setting up a couple of new laptops
(one being Windows 11 and the other
a Chromebook), sorted out a
Windows file structure problem,
cured a non working email issue and the ever-continuing McAfee renewals
(autorenewal can be approx £80, | buy in at £7 pa).




| "play" with many gadgets, for example PCs, laptops, Android phones
(including connection to get SatNav onto car screens via Android Auto),
televisions, printers etc. As long as Apple is not involved, I'll happily try to
help. Please contact me by phone/email on 01296 482735

|/ reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see what | can do.

TRIPS 2026 - Possible destinations — Jan Paver (07768 205950)

The Trips Team compiled a ‘long list’ of the following suggested places to visit:

1.  Chichester (revisited) and West Wittering Beach - A chance for us
to discover Chichester in more depth OR a trip to the seaside — see
Chichester link and West Wittering Beach link

2. The Savill Garden, Windsor Great Park - A 35 acre haven of
gardens, woodland and seasonal displays — see The Savill Garden
link

3. Chelsea Pensioners - A guided tour of the Royal Hospital with a
Chelsea Pensioner — see Chelsea Pensioners link

4. Kelmscott Manor and either Burford Garden Centre or nearby
Lechlade - A guided tour of the home of William Morris: designer,
writer and political activist — see Kelmscott Manor link and Burford
Garden Centre link or Lechlade on Thames link

5.  Wimpole Estate National Trust (near Cambridge) - Impressive
mansion, gardens, parkland and rare breed farm — see Wimpole
Estate link

6. Boat trip on Rutland Water and a visit to Stamford — see Rutland
Water link and Rutland Water boat trip example link and Stamford
link

7.  Painshill Park and West Horsley Place, Surrey — Painshill is an
18" century landscape garden, West Horsley Place includes a
guided tour of the manor house — see Painshill Park link and West
Horsley Place link

8.  Visit to Thinktank, Birmingham Science Museum — see Thinktank
link

9. Hampton Court Palace — see Hampton Court Palace link
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10. Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Christmas Cracker, Cadogan Hall
(N.B. Tickets alone may be £45-65) - A Saturday night performance
in Dec 20267 Tickets not yet available but is there any interest? See
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Cadogan Hall 2025 example

Following the November monthly meeting an emerging ‘short list’ has been
compiled. However, if you have not yet used your votes, please do so at the
December monthly meeting, these will be taken into account in the final
reckoning.

Many thanks — Trips Team.

BOWLS GROUP - Colin White (07941 652918)

The Bowls Group meets and plays at the
Foxhill Indoor Bowls Club.

The next sessions take place from 2:30 to
4:30 on Sundays: 7" and 21t December %
2025 (Christmas jumpers optional!),4"and = "= A
18" January, 8" and 22" February and 1%
March 2026 (meet at 2:15pm). The sessions |
will cost £5 per person (which includes
refreshments).

We will have booking sheets available at the monthly meetings for those
interested in coming along to play.

Please remember that you will need to play in clean, non-marking shoes. Either
bring your own or wear a pair provided by the Bowls Club.

The primary contact for this Group is Colin White (email
colinwhite100@yvirginmedia.com) and the secondary contact is Sandra
Chaudhry (07881 768449).

BRIDGE GROUP - Martin Lock (01296 433838)

This group meets regularly, on days to be confirmed, at various members
houses.

For more information see the branch website or contact Martin Lock.
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SINGING FOR FUN - Sheila Bulpett (01296 622540)

This Group is run in conjunction with Wendover u3a and takes place from 11:15
to 12:45 on the second Wednesday of the month at Halton Village Hall. The
Group is looking for more singers, particularly men.

For more information see the branch website or contact Sheila Bulpett using
the number above or sebulpett@yahoo.co.uk — and remember to say you’re
from the Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) branch of the u3a.

YARN CRAFTERS - Sheila Haldane (01296 488267)
This Group meets from 2.00 to 4.00pm on the second Monday of the month.

For more information see the branch website or contact Sheila using the
number above.

WEBSITE - Solo Awadzi — (07748 750547) & Colin White — (07941 652918)

The website is the door to our u3a and in need of contributors to submit items
to the website manager who would gratefully publish them. Please contact Solo
or Colin using the numbers above or solokawadzi@hotmail.com or
colinwhite100@virginmedia.com
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Sudoku Puzzle December 2025 (Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, every column
down and every 9 by 9 box contains the numbers 1 to 9)

4 | 8| 2 9
2 8 6
2 518
8|4 | 1
8 | 1 3 415
4 16| 1 9
213 1
1| 8 2 |6 3
3 715|184

Sudoku Puzzle November 2025 solution
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Next Newsletter latest contribution date — Saturday 3 January 2026



