
 

1 
 

  

Newsletter – November 2025  
Editor: Solo Awadzi - Email: solokawadzi@hotmail.com  

Meet at Community Centre, Prebendal Avenue  

1.30 p.m. for start at 2.00 p.m.  

Free Refreshments available. 

 

SPEAKER - 20th November 2025 – John Tyler – The Lost Forest of 

Bernwood 

Bernwood Forest was thought to have been set aside as a Royal hunting forest 

during Anglo-Saxon times. Henry II (who reigned from 1154 to 1189) prepared 

a map of the forest at the time, and this has helped to define its ancient 

boundaries. From the early 13th Century, the forest went through a gradual 

period of deforestation and the modern forest is about 1km². John will hopefully 

enlighten us all about this fascinating place. 

SPEAKER - 18th December 2025 – Clare Pasquale – Humorous verses 

SPEAKER - 15th January 2026 – Bobbie Darbyshire – ‘A BEGINNING, A 

MUDDLE & AN END: Where do novelists get their ideas?’ 

SPEAKER - 19th February 2026 – Bill Hamilton – Man on the spot 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - Colin White 

Welcome to our Newsletter for November 2025. 

As I write this, it’s late afternoon, bleak, dark and raining, 

oh the joys of a British autumn! The heating has been 

kicking in for a number of days now, and that means that 

our power bills will be going up in the coming weeks and 

months. I mentioned at the October monthly meeting that 

some people have been getting rogue messages about 

possible winter fuel payments. If in doubt delete without 

opening. However, it is possible to check if the messages 

you get are spam emails or texts by looking closely at the 

email address or phone number given. We have been 
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inundated with calls apparently from our local home energy adviser, they are 

all spam and have not resulted in us acquiring something that we don’t need.  

I also mentioned at the October meeting that we have a change in our 

previously advertised speaker for January 2026. We will now be addressed by 

Bobbie Darbyshire who is a novelist and will talk to us about where people like 

her get their ideas. Please change your Membership cards if you feel the need. 

As it is now November, many think we have entered some kind of acceptable 

time frame within which to talk about things to do with 

Christmas! I’m not sure I’m a believer to that extent, but I 

am very aware of copy deadlines for the Branch 

Newsletter and realise that we have to take every 

opportunity to remind you that we would be delighted if 

you could have a good rummage in the cupboard and 

bring along items for the Branch Christmas raffle. We will 

collect any contributions at the November monthly 

meeting, and can also take them at the December 

meeting. This year we will be collecting on behalf of MacMillan Nurses. 

Some of our Groups are starting to go into hibernation for a couple of months 

or so. Please note the various items in this Newsletter about meetings and 

dates. Whilst some of us are welcoming a slightly less busy period, others, such 

as the new Trips Team, are getting things ready for next year. Please have a 

good look at the 10 possible locations for next year’s trips listed in the item later 

in the Newsletter, and come to the November Monthly Meeting armed to make 

your suggestions for a short list. I am looking forward to results of the 

deliberations that will take place. It’s your chance to influence the outcome, 

please use your votes! 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP Jasmine & Simon Reeks 

October Meeting – Thursday 23rd October Pitstone Green Museum 

I think all those who attended had a good time. However, 
we still haven’t made peace with the weather deities and 
Storm Benjamin gave us a wet and windy morning. The 
Museum volunteers were great. I know several attendees 
will be visiting on one of the Open Days in 2026. (Check 
the Museum website) 

Image shows the WW1 prefab barrack, housing various 
fodder chopping machines, who knew there were so many 
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designs and a collection of agricultural sacks. One of the sacks was labelled the 
property of His Grace, the Duke of Bedford, Woburn – does he know? The 
model planes are due to be moved elsewhere in the museum.                

November Meeting – Thursday 27th November Methodist Church, 
Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2NQ 

10.30 for 11.00 (Please try not to arrive before 10.30 as we need to get 
ready for the meeting and if you arrive too early it is rather chaotic.) 

Rupert will be displaying his expertise, experience and exquisite photos, 
which record our 2025 events. 

We have enough volunteers for hospitality & Admin rotas and you lucky 
people can arrive from 10.00! 

We then take a break till the Planning 
Meeting 22 January, Southcourt 
Community Centre at 14.00 

 

 

 

 

JIGSAW TABLE - Julie Leach 

The suggested contribution for a jigsaw is 50p. Our 

supply of puzzles is good at the moment. However, 

we are always grateful for any donations that are 

made, and if we don’t sell them they will still go to a 

good home. If you have finished a jigsaw that you 

previously obtained from the table, why not bring it 

back? 
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PUB WALKS - Colin White (07941 652918) 

The final walk of 2025 takes place on Thursday 6th 

November 2025, meeting at The Half Moon pub, 

Wilstone, HP23 4PD. The walk will be just over 3 miles 

long, it is mostly on the level, it is stile free and takes in a 

stretch of the Grand Union Canal walk. 

We have enjoyed some tremendous walks in 2025 and will 

hopefully get some great walks in 2026. I will be working 

on routes over the winter, and I hope to lead the first walk 

of 2026 in March. 

I would like to, once again, thank Jan Paver for all the great work that she has 

put in on Pub Walks over the last many years. 

 

QUIZ GROUP - Ann Burman (07709 226884 / 01296 422084) 

The next Quiz will take place on Tuesday 18th November 

2025 at Foxhill Indoor Bowls Club, starting at 2.00 pm 

(including tea/coffee and biscuits). Cost £2 per person. All 

members are welcome. It would be nice to see some new 

faces, why not give it a go?  

Quiz is normally on the third Tuesday in the month, apart from December when 

we do not meet.  

 

HISTORY OF TRANSPORT - Jim Wilding (01296 623628)  

We should meet on Wednesday 19th November, but I now have a 

hospital appointment for that afternoon, so I have to cancel it. I will 

be in touch with the group to see whether we will have an 

alternative date 

 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION - Jim Wilding (01296 623628)  

We next meet on Tuesday, 25th November 2025, 2.30 at 9 Mill 

Mead, Wendover. 
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CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - Colin White 

We are, once again, preying on your generosity, and as it 

is about to be the season of goodwill to all, can we ask 

you to have a good rummage around in your cupboards 

(or other suitable storage places) for items suitable for our 

Branch Christmas Raffle? 

If you find any items that you think would be great prizes, 

please bring them along to the November (and 

December) monthly meetings, we would be most grateful 

for any contributions. 

You’ll all be delighted to know that we have purchased some new raffle tickets, 

and I am assured that they are properly perforated (for ease of tearing and 

ensuring that all tickets are included in the bag for possible draw) and brightly 

coloured! With eye-popping, properly perforated tickets you’ll no doubt want to 

buy lots! Which will then result in lots of funds, which we will then send on to 

MacMillan Nurses. 

GADGET GROUP - Simon Reeks  

A busy month, including setting up a 

couple of new Windows 11 laptops, 

fixing a webcam issue, persuading a 

couple of printers to burst into life 

and the ever-continuing McAfee 

renewals (autorenewal can be approx £80, I buy in at £7 pa). 

I "play" with many gadgets, for example Android phones (including connecting 

to cars to get SatNav onto car screens via Android Auto), televisions, printers 

etc. As long as Apple is not involved, I'll happily try to help. Please contact me 

by phone / email on 01296 482735 / reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see what I 

can do. 

TRIPS 2026 - Possible destinations – Jan Paver (07768 205950) 

The Trips Team have been compiling some very useful suggestions from 

branch members, and, after doing some initial feasibility studies, we have 

produced a ‘long list’ of the following suggested places to visit: 

1. Chichester (revisited) and West Wittering Beach - A chance for us 
to discover Chichester in more depth OR a trip to the seaside – see 
Chichester link and West Wittering Beach link 

https://discoversussex.org/places-to-visit/chichester/
https://www.westwitteringestate.co.uk/


 

6 
 

2. The Savill Garden, Windsor Great Park - A 35 acre haven of 
gardens, woodland and seasonal displays – see The Savill Garden 
link 

3. Chelsea Pensioners - A guided tour of the Royal Hospital with a 
Chelsea Pensioner – see Chelsea Pensioners link 

4. Kelmscott Manor and either Burford Garden Centre or nearby 
Lechlade - A guided tour of the home of William Morris: designer, 
writer and political activist – see Kelmscott Manor link and Burford 
Garden Centre link or Lechlade on Thames link 

5. Wimpole Estate National Trust (near Cambridge) - Impressive 
mansion, gardens, parkland and rare breed farm – see Wimpole 
Estate link 

6. Boat trip on Rutland Water and a visit to Stamford – see Rutland 
Water link and Rutland Water boat trip example link and Stamford 
link 

7. Painshill Park and West Horsley Place, Surrey – Painshill is an 
18th century landscape garden, West Horsley Place includes a 
guided tour of the manor house – see Painshill Park link and West 
Horsley Place link 

8. Visit to Birmingham with free time in the city – see Visit 
Birmingham link 

9. Hampton Court Palace – see Hampton Court Palace link 

10. Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Christmas Cracker, Cadogan Hall 
(N.B. Tickets alone may be £45-65) - A Saturday night performance 
in Dec 2026? Tickets not yet available but is there any interest? See 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Cadogan Hall 2025 example 

The next step is to produce a ‘short list’ and so we are asking members to 

choose the five trips that appeal the most and tick the boxes on the sheet at 

the November meeting. 

Many thanks – Trips Team. 

 

https://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/explore/the-gardens/the-savill-garden/
https://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/explore/the-gardens/the-savill-garden/
https://chelsea-pensioners.co.uk/
https://kelmscottmanor.org.uk/
https://www.burford.co.uk/
https://www.burford.co.uk/
https://lechladeonthames.co.uk/visiting-lechlade/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wimpole-estate?%2C=&campid=Affiliates_Central_Holidays_AWIN_standard&aw_affid=271445&awc=12045_1762254740_6c9f7e4dae746cd395323cc689987b9a
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wimpole-estate?%2C=&campid=Affiliates_Central_Holidays_AWIN_standard&aw_affid=271445&awc=12045_1762254740_6c9f7e4dae746cd395323cc689987b9a
https://anglianwaterparks.co.uk/rutland-water
https://anglianwaterparks.co.uk/rutland-water
https://rutlandwatercruises.com/
https://www.visitlincolnshire.com/destinations/stamford/
https://www.visitlincolnshire.com/destinations/stamford/
https://www.painshill.co.uk/
https://westhorsleyplace.org/
https://westhorsleyplace.org/
https://visitbirmingham.com/
https://visitbirmingham.com/
https://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace/
https://cadoganhall.com/whats-on/royal-philharmonic-orchestra-christmas-cracker-2025/
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BOWLS GROUP – Colin White (07941 652918) 
The Bowls Group meets and plays at the Foxhill 

Indoor Bowls Club. 

The following sessions will also take place at the 

same time on: Sundays: 23rd November, and 

7th and 21st December 2025 (Christmas 

jumpers optional!). We will have booking 

sheets available at the monthly meetings for 

those interested in coming along to play. 

Please remember that you will need to play in clean, non-marking shoes. 

Either bring your own or wear a pair provided by the Bowls Club.  

The primary contact for this Group is Colin White (email 

colinwhite100@virginmedia.com) and the secondary contact is Sandra 

Chaudhry (07881 768449). 

 

BRIDGE GROUP – Martin Lock (01296 433838) 

This group meets regularly, on days to be confirmed, at various members 

houses. 

For more information see the branch website or contact Martin Lock. 

SINGING FOR FUN – Sheila Bulpett (01296 622540) 

This Group is run in conjunction with Wendover u3a and takes place from 11:15 

to 12:45 on the second Wednesday of the month at Halton Village Hall. The 

Group is looking for more singers, particularly men! (The Chairman can vouch 

for this) 

For more information see the branch website or contact Sheila Bulpett using 

the number above or sebulpett@yahoo.co.uk – and remember to say you’re 

from the Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) branch of the u3a. 

YARN CRAFTERS – Sheila Haldane (01296 488267) 

This Group meets from 2.00 to 4.00pm on the second Monday of the month. 

For more information see the branch website or contact Sheila using the 

number above. 

WEBSITE – Solo Awadzi – (07748 750547) & Colin White – (07941 652918) 

The website is the door to our u3a and in need of contributors to submit items 

to the website manager who would gratefully publish them. Please contact Solo 

mailto:sebulpett@yahoo.co.uk
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or Colin using the numbers above or solokawadzi@hotmail.com or 

colinwhite100@virginmedia.com  

 

SUDOKU PUZZLE November 2025 (Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, 

every column down and every 9 by 9 box contains the numbers 1 to 9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUDOKU PUZZLE October 2025 solution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Newsletter latest contribution date –Saturday 1st December 2025  
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