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Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a                               www.u3a.co 

Information Sheet September 2022 

Editor: Dave Rogers Email editor@u3a.co 

Meet at Community Centre 

Prebendal Avenue 

1.30 p.m. for Notices at 2.00 p.m. 

Full Refreshments this Month 

Face Masks are recommended 

except for Eating and Drinking 

Sanitise at Door 

Speaker booked for 2.45 p.m. 
 

Date Speaker Title 

15th September 2022 Adam Smith Travelling England with John Byng 

In the 1780’s and 1790’s John Byng (1743 -1813) had an annual holiday travelling around England. We 

will look at extracts from the journals he kept of these journeys that entertained his family. 

20th October 2022 Tony Ring Wit, Wisdom and Lyrics of PG Wodehouse 

 

` 

 

Last u3a Coach Trip in 2022 
 

Friday 23rd September               COUGHTON COURT 

Pick Up Points                10.00 am Exchange Street, Aylesbury 

                                                                                      10.10 am Tennis Club 

         10.15 am Bedgrove 
 

PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE OF PICK-UP TIMES. 

This is because the venue wishes group bookings to arrive after 12noon. 
 

 

Coughton has been the home of the Throckmorton family for over 600 years and 

they still live there. They faced persecution for their Catholic faith and were linked 

to the Gunpowder plot. There is a lot of information on-line if you wish to 'check it 

out'. 

Cost £15 per Member 

 
 

This will be the last trips outing for this year but we will start planning for 2023 in January. We will 

ask you for your ideas for trips in October/November so do please let us know then of places you feel 

would be a good day out. 

Your trips team...........Michael Walden, Ann Burman, Sally Smith and Chris Blaik  

 

http://www.u3a.co/
mailto:editor@u3a.co
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Geoff Short – Chair 
 

Good afternoon to you all. We welcome Adam Smith as today’s speaker – a late switch with Eve Bacon, 

who will now be holding the November spot. Adam’s subject is travelling England with John Byng. 

 

As stated last month, all the official positions have been filled but we are still looking for a couple of 

new committee members if anyone is interested in joining us. 

 

There has also been some sad news. Roger McMahon has advised that his mother, Jean, has passed 

away while in hospital. This comes after the death in January of his father David. Both were keen 

members of the u3a and will be greatly missed. We remember Jean and David today. 

 

For those who didn’t note the details, our trip to the Chinnor Railway will take place on Sunday October 

23rd – the time is to be confirmed. Cost is £20 and we will need to make our own way to Chinnor Station. 

We thank Michael Walden for arranging this. 

 

Dave Rogers – Editor 
 

Charles Darwin’s HMS Beagle Voyage 
 

HMS Beagle was launched at Woolwich 

naval dockyard on 11th May 1820 as a 

Cherokee-class 10-gun brig-sloop of the 

Royal Navy – a two-masted vessel intended 

for scouting, courier duty, and other light 

assignments. She carried eight 18-pounder 

carronades and two 6-pounder long guns; 

her length was 90 feet 4 inches and her 

beam 24 feet 6 inches.  At the naval review 

for King George IV in 1820, she became the 

first naval ship to pass fully rigged under 

the old London Bridge. 

 

As it was peacetime, there was no immediate need for her, so, she remained at Woolwich until 1825 

when she was refitted as a survey ship (bark) by the addition of a small mizzenmast plus a forecastle 

and a large poop cabin. 

 

For her first commission (1826 – 1830), she was sent to survey the 

coasts of South America accompanied by HMS Adventure.  After a 

long and desperate voyage, HMS Beagle returned to Plymouth under 

the command of Captain Robert Fitzroy (1805 – 1866), an enigmatic 

but complicated man; a man of science but a fundamentalist 

Christian too.  He was also a man of means and considerable 

influence.  He personally financed much of HMS Beagles refit for her 

second mission which was to become her most famous voyage around 

the world.  The height of the main deck was raised a foot and a two-

inch sheathing of fir was added to the hull.  Experimental equipment 

was installed - including a patent stove; lightening conductors for the 

masts; chains instead of ropes (where appropriate) and a stronger 

windlass for the anchor.  A goal of the second voyage was to obtain a 

complete circle of measurements of longitude, a feat requiring the 

use of 22 chronometers. 
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Born in 1809 in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, Darwin was 

fascinated by the natural world from a young age.  Growing 

up he was an avid reader of nature books and devoted his 

spare time to exploring the fields and woodlands around his 

home, collecting plants and insects. 
 

Darwin’s Father wanted him to become a doctor, so in 1825 

when he was just 16, Charles was sent to Edinburgh 

University to begin his training.  At University, he witnessed 

surgery on a child carried out without the use of 

anaesthetics or antiseptics.  Fatalities were common. 

Watching this procedure left Darwin so traumatised that he 

gave up his studies without completing the course.  He then 

went to Cambridge University to study Theology. 
 

Captain Robert Fitzroy wanted a naturalist to accompany 

him on the second voyage of HMS Beagle who would, also, 

function as a gentleman’s companion for himself.  Darwin’s 

professor at Cambridge, John Stephen Henshaw, 

recommended him for the post.  Darwin and Fitzroy shared 

a small cabin at sea for five years.  Darwin’s hammock was 

slung over the drafting table in the Captain’s Cabin. 
 

On the morning of 27th December 1831, Charles stood at the rail of HMS Beagle as it was ready to set 

out for its second voyage to South America and beyond.  He was in charge of collecting plants and 

animal specimens from all the islands he visited for later study back home in Cambridge.  Something 

that he loved to do.  It was common for the navy to combine its hydrographic work with scientific 

observations on land.  
 

In Mid-September 1835, HMS Beagle reached 

a group of islands that were far removed from 

all the rest.  The Galapagos Islands are 

situated in the Pacific Ocean some 625 miles 

from the Ecuadorian coasts.  Its geographical 

location at the conference of three ocean 

currents makes it one of the richest marine 

ecosystems in the world.  Ongoing seismic and 

volcanic activity reflects the processes that 

formed the islands.  These processes, together 

with the extreme isolation of the islands, led to 

the development of unusual plant and animal 

life – such as marine iguanas, flightless 

cormorants, giant tortoises, huge cacti, 

endemic trees and the many different 

subspecies of mockingbirds and finches. 
 

Although HMS Beagle stayed at these islands 

for five weeks, Charles Darwin went ashore 

for only seventeen days, to discover that each 

island had its own set of finches with a 

different shaped beak to help them gather 

food.  It was here that his theory of evolution 

by natural selection began to take shape. 

 

In 1836, HMS Beagle returned to England and Charles Darwin lodged in Cambridge while he arranged 

for his specimens to be studied and described by the experts of the day.  In the following years, he wrote 

many journals and books – the most famous one being on the theory of evolution published in 1859.  
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Jasmine & Simon Reeks – Local History Group 

 

Remaining Meetings This Year 
 

Hemel Hempstead walk 8th September10.30 

John Milton House (church ???) 27th October 10.30 

Rupert’s Review 24th November 11.00

 

Thanks to all the volunteer leaders and organisers. 

 

We have emailed the group with arrangements for the Hemel Hempstead walk in September. 

 

At the September general meeting Julia Goodwin will be collecting money for the John Milton House 

visit in October. £6.00 each and if the church is available for a visit on the day, then Julia will collect 

the extra £1 coin on the 27th. So, exact cash would be helpful or a cheque written to S. Reeks at the 

general meetings of September or October. 

 

Our August event was cancelled due to rain. I hear you snigger! Chris, rightly, decided to cancel the 

Ivinghoe Beacon trip as the wet grass and the chalky surface, probably a paste by then, would be too 

dangerous. Thank you, Chris for all your efforts, which are on file for next year I must say that Simon 

and I feel we are somewhat burdened by weather as February was cancelled due to predicted snow 

(which didn’t happen), March was bitingly cold (though we lost no members to hyperthermia) and now 

August. Perhaps you need new leaders. Anyway, three more events for this year, see above. 

 

Tony Vickers 
 

 

The Huguenot migration into England; seeking asylum from Monarchical tyranny 
 

Our first refugees 

 
Historians have long expressed considerable interest in the various waves of multi-directional 

migrations of people with superior skills and technical expertise lured away from one country to 

another. Continental migrants, especially The Huguenots, a French Calvinist protestant minority 

group, categorised as aliens and strangers, played a critical role in raising England’s aggregate stock of 

human capital, skills sets and economic growth. They were instrumental in the transformation of 

London (1550-1750) as an opulent market possessing huge spending power, particularly from the royal 

household.  Trades, crafts and occupations grew from around 180 in the Middle Ages to well over 1000 

by 1700. Increased specialisation came in the form of new industries in which the Huguenots were a 

rich source of human skills and expertise. Examples included clocks, furniture, glassmaking, 
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gunpowder, sugar, soap, carvers and gilders, hats, goldsmiths, draperies and dyeing, linen and white 

paper.  Changes in fashion boosted trade in silks and satins, attracting over 50,000 employed in both 

industries by 1700.  

 As a case study, England extended a charitable and highly supportive approach to the exodus of 

Protestant Huguenots from France following the repeal of The Edict of Nantes in 1685.  Draconian 

penalties and severe edicts were used against French Protestantism, increasingly viewed as politically 

subversive.  As the Huguenots scattered around Europe (Prussia, Netherlands provinces, Germany) 

and well beyond (North America, Brazil, South Africa), it marked a crucial turning point in European 

history. They were fleeing from intolerable hardship and persecution in Catholic dominated France 

while seeking protection, support, patronage and refuge elsewhere. Massacres (St. Bartholomew’s, 

1572), executions, lynchings and dragoon billeting were commonplace. Earlier, in 1560 over 1200 

Huguenots were hanged in Amboise. Increasing restrictions on employment (exclusion from positions 

in law, administration, medicine, printing, guilds and apprenticeships) forced many to simply convert 

(albeit reluctantly) to Catholicism. As penalties escalated, the remaining liberties of French protestants 

were effectively removed. Properties were confiscated, businesses closed, violence escalated; after 

decades of persecution, protestant networks were mobilised to assist those wanting to emigrate, 

predominantly single males rather than women or couples. 

The Edict issued by Louis XIV (an absolutist, centraliser and deeply intolerant of protestants) ordered 

the destruction of all chapels, forbad worship, organs, music and feast days by dissenters; ministers 

were ordered to leave France in 15 days, all babies were to be baptised as Catholics, all ports closed, 

frontiers guarded and all Huguenots forbidden to leave. Peaceful coexistence and toleration broke down 

as French Calvinist rights came under escalating attack, leading to the façade of forced conversion 

(around 75% converted to Catholicism). For England, pursuing a policy of free asylum and religious 

toleration for dissenters, this brought considerable benefits, attracting large numbers of Huguenots as 

skilled artisans, mechanics, merchants and manufacturers 

Yet, uprooting from their homeland meant a cocktail of 

considerations (familial, legal, financial as well as religious) 

came into play. Unauthorised departure resulted in harsh 

punishments. Those with substantial investments were often 

unable to realise their assets. It also meant that only the most 

resourceful and energetic would move. At that time religion 

was at the heart of politics, diplomacy and foreign affairs. The 

drive to enforce doctrinal uniformity, to purge and purify, led 

to a mass exodus of some 150,000 Huguenots (out of a total 

population of nearly 800,000) fleeing from France after 1685. 

 Increasingly marginalised, losing control of civil, judicial and religious privileges, and stigmatized by 

oppressive laws, few options remained; recant their faith and subject their lives to constant scrutiny 

from the Catholic Church or attempt a new start by escaping to a Protestant-friendly country; risk 

being caught, and spend the rest of their days in either a convent, prison, or the galley of a ship.  

 

HISTORY IS A CONTINUOUS RECREATING OF THE PAST 
 

Ann Burman – Quiz Group 
 

The next meeting of the Quiz group is on Tuesday 20th September at a 

cost of £1 per person. No prizes, just a fun afternoon with 

tea/coffee/biscuits provided. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME. 6/7 sets of 

20 questions, all general knowledge. 

 

Any queries contact ANN BURMAN tel.no. 01296 422084 (or Chris 

Blaik tel.no. 01296 425964) 
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Brenda Horne – Charles Pope Ladies Choir 
 

The Charles Pope ladies' choir has been in existence since the late 50s when Charles Pope founded it at 

Aylesbury college.  The last few years have been difficult as they have for many clubs and organizations. 

We are eager to keep going and need new members in order to make this possible. We sing a great 

variety of songs to suit all tastes.  It is a most enjoyable and friendly group so please do think about 

joining us. You don't need any special talents, just love to sing. From time to time, we sing at clubs and 

care homes especially near Christmas. We meet on a Thursday morning at Weston Turville Union 

Chapel. 

 

For further details please contact Brenda Horne 01296 428580 (brendaj.horne@gmail.com) 

 

Jan Paver – Pub Walks 
 

 The pub walking group got off to a good start earlier this month. There were ten of us walking from 

the Crown at Cuddington. No-one got lost or left behind! The pub lunch afterwards was excellent. 

 

The next walk is on Thursday October 6th meeting at the George and Dragon 

at Quainton. (HP22 4AR) They have a coffee shop next to the pub which is 

open in the morning, so if anyone fancies a coffee before we start the walk you 

will need to get there around 10.30 as we will aim to start walking at 11.00. 

Lunch (which is optional) is booked for 1.00. 

 

This walk is around 4 miles and there are some inclines but the views from the top are worth it! There 

will be a sign-up sheet at the September meeting if you are interested in joining us or call Jan 

(07768205950).  
 

Pat Pickering – Gardening Group 
 

We will be meeting at The Aylesbury Tennis 

Club on Tuesday 10th October at 2pm when 

Terry Cann will be giving a talk on “The 

Legacy of Geoff Hamilton.” All u3a members 

are welcome to join us at this talk. A list will 

be on the gardening group table at the 

September meeting to add your names to this 

is just so we have numbers for refreshments. 

 

Jim Wilding – Group Leader 
 

 History Of Transport 
 

Normal service resumed! We meet at 10.30 

on 23rd September at 9, Mill Mead, 

Wendover. Subject to be announced. 

 

 

mailto:brendaj.horne@gmail.com
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Musical Appreciation 
 

Normal Service resumed! We meet at 2.30 on 

23rd September at9, Mill Mead, Wendover. 

  

 

 

 

Wendy Russel – Membership Secretary 
 

Over the past couple of months there have been Visitors to our monthly meetings who are new to the 

area.  It would be very helpful if I could compile a list of volunteers - individuals, couples or friends - 

who would be happy for me to introduce a Visitor to, and who could explain a bit about the monthly 

meetings and generally just be friendly.  If I have about 8 volunteers, your turn would probably only 

come round about once a year.  If you would be willing to go on this list, please either send me an email, 

(wendydrussell@hotmail.com) or see me at the next meeting.  Many thanks. 
 

Simon Reeks – Gadget Group 

 

Several pieces of equipment repaired this month, also many software fixes 

applied and the odd upgrade to the new Windows 11.  
 

I have been asked about VPNs (Virtual Private Networks) – I quote from a 

website: “When using a VPN, your internet-connected device will connect to a 

remote server supplied by your VPN provider. In turn, this server will reroute 

all your activity to the internet from its end.  This means that, to the internet, all 

your activity will seem to be coming from the server and its location. The same 

will happen the other way around. Everything coming from the internet will reach your VPN’s servers 

before being sent to your device. All data will be encrypted, safe from prying eyes.” In other words, a 

VPN will greatly aid privacy and security by hiding where you physically are and by encoding your 

internet data to prevent data being intercepted. There are various free providers with limited access or 

you can have unlimited access with a paid account – a good deal is Bitdefender Premium VPN at £40pa, 

often discounted to £30pa, which I can usually get for £15pa.  

If you need any help with VPNs or advice about the new Windows 11 or indeed any other (non-Apple) 

"gadget" subject, please contact me on 01296 482735 or reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see what I can do 

Next Contribution Date Friday 14th October 2022 

 Contributions Welcome from ALL Members 
 

Notices from other organisations 
 

 

 

Shaun Wallace <activities.avondale@porthaven.co.uk> 

 

My name is Shaun and I am the lead co-ordinator for Avondale care home, Aylesbury. We are looking 

to establish links with the local community and build new relationships. I am hoping that you may have 

some people that would be willing to come and give talks or presentations for us. We look forward to 

hearing from you and appreciate any assistance you can give us. 
 

mailto:wendydrussell@hotmail.com
mailto:reeks@fangio.co.uk
mailto:activities.avondale@porthaven.co.uk
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Disraeli – Queen Victoria’s Favourite Prime Minister 
One Man Play by Jeff Rozelaar 

Wednesday 2nd November at 2 p.m.at the Norman Bragg Studio, Waterside Theatre, 

Aylesbury  

 

Jeff Rozelaar has been a speaker at our monthly meetings on several occasions.  He wrote the 

above play in 2019. It consists of two 35-minute acts with an interval and was premiered at “The 

Old Court Theatre” in Windsor in October of that year.  Since pandemic ended, it has been on 

tour and received numerous excellent reviews.  Cost of tickets at discounted price £12.00 may be 

reserved by emailing Val Blackburn at blackbrook2018@gmail.com or the next monthly meeting 

and must be paid for at the next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Thames Valley Network 
 

A new quiz for TVN members (we are a member) on Friday 16th September 2022 at 2.30 p.m. 

on Zoom.  Quizmaster: Avis Furness – Participants will be randomly divided into teams. 

 

As 2022 is the u3a’s 40th Anniversary, expect some questions about the history of our 

organisation – we are giving you the chance to do some advance research! 

 

This event is free of charge.  Please book electronically by clicking on the TICHET SOURCE 

icon immediately below the event on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk.  You will receive an 

acknowledgement immediately and the Zoom link a few days before the event.  I f you 

experience any difficulty, please email Avis Furness at akfurness@aol.com giving your name 

and the u3a to which you belong. 

 

Closing date for applications is Wednesday 14th September 

 

 

Wednesday 21st September 2022 at 2.30 – 3.30 p.m. on Zoom, David Mars, a Trustee of the 

Garden Trust and Education Co-ordinator has kindly agreed to return to give us an explanation 

of why and how BOTANICAL ART came into being. 

 

Cost for this talk is £1 per device.  Please book electronically by clicking on the TICHET 

SOURCE icon immediately below the event on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk.  You will receive an 

acknowledgement immediately and the Zoom link a few days before the event.  I f you 

experience any difficulty, please email Margaret Sherrington at msherrington2@aol.com giving 

your name and the u3a to which you belong. 

 

Closing date for applications is Monday 19th September 

 

mailto:blackbrook2018@gmail.com
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/
mailto:akfurness@aol.com
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/
mailto:msherrington2@aol.com

