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Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a                               www.u3a.co 

Information Sheet June 2022 

Editor: Dave Rogers Email editor@u3a.co 

Meet at Community Centre 

Prebendal Avenue 

1.30 p.m. for Notices at 2.00 p.m. 

Full Refreshments this Month 

Face Masks are recommended 

except for Eating and Drinking 

Sanitise at Door 

Speaker booked for 2.45 p.m. 
 

Date Speaker Title 

16th June 2022 Steve Bacon Medieval Surgery 

Steve explains the theory of the four humours that underpins Medieval medicine and demonstrates 

the skill of a surgeon on a vict …oops!...volunteer. 

21st July 2022 Tony Eaton Windsor and the Nazis – Traitor or Duped 

 

Your u3a Coach Trip this Month 
` 

Thursday 23rd June                                        BRIGHTON 

Pick Up Points                 9.00 am Exchange Street, Aylesbury 

                                                                                      9.10 am Tennis Club 

         9.15 am Bedgrove 
 

 

 

There was not enough interest in Beaulieu Motor Museum so we 

thought by popular request we would arrange a day out by the coast.  

We regret the increase in costs due to high coach hire and reduced 

numbers interested.  Just for information - Motts charge £26 for this 

trip and you wouldn't have the pleasure of travelling with your u3a 

friends! 
Cost £20 per member 

 

 
 

 

 

BOOKINGS AND PAYMENT DUE AT THE JUNE MEETING for KEW GARDENS on Wednesday 

20th July as Kew requires numbers and prior payment in early July.  Entry included in cost. 

Cost £30 per Member 

 

http://www.u3a.co/
mailto:editor@u3a.co
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Future u3a Coach Trips 
 

Pick Up Points                9.00 am Exchange Street, Aylesbury 

                                                                                      9.10 am Tennis Club 

         9.15 am Bedgrove 

 

Wednesday 20th July          KEW GARDENS 

 Kew should be in its full summer glory with the longest herbaceous border in the world in full flood. 

The glass houses should all be open (including the recently re-furbished palm house.) The new 'tree 

walk' should also be open - it has a lift, alternatively you can climb the 180 steps to the top! We will 

check re the lift the day before the visit and let you know if it is available. All we need is a lovely sunny 

day to make it a super day out. Lots of information on-line if you wish to research. 
 

BOOKINGS AND PAYMENT DUE AT THE JUNE MEETING as Kew requires numbers and prior 

payment in early July.  Entry included in cost. 

Cost £30 per Member 

 

Friday 23rd September.           COUGHTON COURT 

The National Trust's Coughton Court is an English Tudor country house located near Alcester, 

Warwickshire. Names will be taken at the July and August meetings, cost yet to be confirmed. This is 

likely to our last outing for the year. 

 

The trips team have worked hard to try and give you a variety of outings, we will ask for suggestions 

from you for next year (later this year.) All suggestions will be very welcome - we aim to please. 

 

Michael Walden, Ann Burman, Sally Smith and Chris Blaik 

 
 

Geoff Short – Chair 
 

I have to announce the sad news that David & Jean Mummery will be leaving the Aylesbury area later 

this year – around August time. We will, of course, be very sorry to lose them both.  I understand from 

David that this is due to health issues, and they will be heading for the Sussex coast near Bognor Regis. 

I’m sure we will all wish them well for the future in their new adventure. 
 

We held our AGM at the start of the May meeting and your Chair and Committee were re-elected for 

the coming year, minus several people who have retired from active service! This includes Jasmine 

Reeks as Membership Secretary, Jane Elliston and Jim Wilding. We thank them all for their past 

service to our u3a group and look forward to seeing them at the monthly meeting and various groups. 
 

Wendy Russell has taken on the role of Membership Secretary, and we have welcomed Allan Horne to 

the committee. However, we are still lacking a few members for the committee. We are still looking for 

a permanent replacement for David Wilson as Treasurer and now, more urgently, we need to find a 

replacement for David Mummery as Secretary. 
 

Over the last year, there haven’t been many months when I have not mentioned the need to find a new 

Treasurer and we are grateful to David Wilson who has agreed to continue for the time being.  In the 

case of the Secretary, we won’t have that luxury. We need someone to come forward to support our 

group by taking on the role that David Mummery is vacating. No u3a can manage without a secretary. 

If anyone is willing to give it a go, please contact either myself or David as soon as possible. This is a less 

technical role perhaps than that of Treasurer so I hope that someone will give us their support by 

coming forward. 
 

On a happier note, we welcome today’s speaker, Steve Bacon of Live’n History who will be talking 

about medieval medicine. 
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Dave Rogers – Editor 
Wimbledon 27th June to 10th July 2022 

 

This Tennis Tournament is one of four annual “Grand 

Slam” events and is the only one played on natural grass 

– the traditional tennis playing surface.  Grass is also the 

surface which provides the fastest game of tennis.  

Wimbledon continues to honour many long-standing 

traditions that include a strict all-white dress code for 

competitors; the eating of strawberries and cream and 

royal patronage.  This year, it has dropped the middle 

Sunday as a rest-day 
 

Daily TV Schedule 
 

Men’s & Ladies’ singles first round Monday 27th June & Tuesday 28th June 

Men’s & Ladies’ singles second round Wednesday 29 June & Thursday 30th June 

Men’s & Ladies’ singles third round Friday 1st July & Saturday 2nd July 

Men’s & Ladies’ singles fourth round Sunday 3rd July & Monday 4th July 

Men’s & Ladies’ singles quarter finals Tuesday 5th July & Wednesday 6th July 

Ladies’ singles semi finals  Thursday 7th July 

Men’s singles semi finals Friday 8th July 

Ladies’ singles final Saturday 9th July 

Men’s singles final Sunday 10th July 

 

Brief History 
 

In 1877, the first “Championship” was played on one of the croquet lawns of the All-England Croquet 

Club.  Only 22 men took part paying a guinea entrance fee for the privilege.  A modest crowd of 200 

people watched these first matches that were played with wooden rackets and hand-sewn flannel balls.  

The final winner was Spencer William Gore beating his opponent in three straight sets that took only 

forty-eight minutes to complete.  No trophy or prize money was given. 
 

It wasn’t until 1884 that Wimbledon became the Championships for both sexes.  A few years later 

(1887), Lottie Dodd, from Cheshire, became the youngest player ever to win the Ladies’ singles title at 

the age of 15.  She went on to become Champion over the next four yours, proving that women deserved 

a place in the game.  In 1905, May Sutton became the first overseas Champion to win the Ladies’ singles 

title. 

 

Also in 1884, Men’s doubles were introduced but we had to wait until 1926 to watch a Royal compete 

in a doubles match. This was the Duke of York, who later became King George VI.  His match formed 

part of the Jubilee Championship where King George V and Queen Mary presented the 

commemorative medals.  Unfortunately, he and his partner lost in straight sets. 
 

In 1889, William Renshaw won his first championship in a string of seven consecutive victories.  This 

sparked a rise of interest in the sport of lawn tennis.  Only modern professional players have beaten his 

record. 
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Fred Perry won Wimbledon on three successive occasions (1934, 1935 

and 1936).  However, his court persona was so much at odds with the 

ethos of the day.  Players in the 1930s were expected to behave with 

decorum and exemplary court manners.  It also mattered that tennis 

remained firmly wedded to amateur principles.  The idea that the game 

should be played for pleasure and in the right spirit had been 

rigorously enforced since the Victorian period by the Lawn Tennis 

Association. 

 
In contrast, Fred Perry possessed a ruthless streak, refused to conceal his ambition and indulged in 

gamesmanship.  Determined to profit from his talent, Fred Perry went to Australia; formed his own 

professional tennis circus and was banned from future Wimbledon tournaments.  It was not until 1968, 

the year when Wimbledon accepted professionals, that they erected a statue of the best tennis player 

ever produced by Great Britain. 

 
It would be another long 77 years 

before Andy Murray became the next 

British Man to win the Wimbledon 

Championship in 2013 (left 

photograph).   
 

There has equally been a dearth of 

British women.  In that same 77-year 

period, only four British women have 

been Ladies’ Champions; Dorothy 

Round-Little (1937); Angela Mortimer-Barrett (1961); Ann Haydon-

Jones (1969) and Virginia Wade (right photograph).  Of those, perhaps 

Virginia Wade’s victory is best remembered as it occurred in 25th 

Jubilee year of our Queen. 
 

Whilst no tournaments were held during 1915 – 1918 and 1940 – 1945 because of the First and Second 

World Wars, the game continued to grow in popularity.  In 1967 the tournament made history when 

the event became the first broadcast to be televised in colour.  In 2020, the tournament was again 

cancelled due to COVID.  Today, in addition to the singles, Wimbledon has men’s doubles; ladies’ 

doubles and mixed doubles together with junior matches. 

 

Trophies and Prize Money 

 
For the men’s singles winner. the trophy was 
a silver cup engraved with the words “The All-
England Lawn Tennis Club Single Handed 
Champion of the World” and inscribed with 
the names of winners dating back to 1877.  In 
2009, the addition of a black plinth adorned 
with a silver band was incorporated for 
additional names to be commemorated. 
 
For the ladies’ singles winner, the trophy is a 
sterling silver salver, known as the 
“Rosewater Dish”, introduced in 1866. 
Whilst the coveted trophies were highly prized, it wasn’t until 1968 that prize money was awarded – 

the year when professional players were allowed to compete.  Surprisingly. It was only as recently as 

2007 that the prize money for men and women became equal. 



Page 5 of 12 

 
 

The Grounds 
 
 

 

The grounds consist of 19 grass courts, Centre Court and Courts No 1 - 19 without Court 13 as that is 

considered unlucky by some players.  In addition, there are eight American Clay courts and five indoor 

courts.  There are 22 grass courts in Aorangi Park for practice before and during the Championships.  

The total area including the Club’s car parks is over 42 acres.  Apart from the grass courts, the courts 

are used all year by the members of the “All England Lawn Tennis Club” or Lawn Tennis Association 

sponsored players. 

 
 

Tickets 
 

 

Under normal circumstances, tickets are allocated through the Wimbledon Public Ballot.  Prospective 

buyers are requested to obtain their ballot forms from the “All England Lawn Tennis Club”, make 

their selection and return their forms before 31st December of the previous year.  No more than 2 tickets 

per household will be allocated.  Prices for 2022 range from £46 to £90 per person per day on the Outside 

Courts with £68 to £210 per person per day on Centre Court & Court 1.  However, Ground Passes to 

watch the big Screen on Murray Mountain are only £20 per person per day except for Final days when 

they are not available.  According to the ballot’s official website, guests who were successful in the 2020 

Wimbledon Public Ballot and took up their ticket offer will be offered the same day and court for 2022.  

The Queue and Ticket Resale will return in 2022 for on-day sales.  Funds generated by the 

Championships, less tax, are used by the Lawn Tennis Association to develop tennis in Great Britain. 
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Jasmine & Simon Reeks – Local History Group 

 

 

At the June General Meeting, Val Blackburn will be collecting the last of the money for the Stonor Park 

visit on 30th June. £16.00. Cheques should be made out to Valerie Blackburn or if you are paying by 

cash, the correct cash would be helpful. Picnics cannot be eaten in the gardens although there is a picnic 

area by the car park.  Also, Jasmine will be collecting £13.50 for the July visit.  The included museum 

ticket will be valid for a full year following our visit should you wish to return.  Details have been 

emailed to all group members. 

 

Stonor Park - 30th June 

Amersham Museum & Guided Walk - 28th July 

Ivinghoe Beacon August 

Hemel Hempstead Walk – 8th September 

John Milton House & church??? – 27th October 

Rupert’s Review - 24th November
 

Thanks to all the volunteer leaders and organisers.  We have received some great ideas from group 

members, so, we have made a note for next year, thank you again. 

 

 
 

COLLEGE LAKE 
 

 

Early in June, whilst visiting College Lake, we spotted the first of this 

year’s wild orchids, which are always a welcome sign of Summer. Least 

said about the change in the weather since!  Just as welcome, we spotted 

some perennial visitors, Rupert & Wendy with family members too. 
 

STOWE SCHOOL 
 

Simon and I booked ourselves onto a roof top tour of Stowe School. There were quite a few steps over 

four stairways and the clarity wasn’t bad up top. Apparently, one can see 5 counties from the roof, 

Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire and Warwickshire. We will take their 

word for it. I cannot find (via Google) details for another roof top tour in the near future! 
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Their disclaimer: Roof-top tours are weather dependent. Please note that the roof is accessed via four 

flights of steep stairs. We do not allow children under 12 on to the roof. We suggest you do not come on the 

roof-top tour if you have any knee or back or heart issues that may be affected by walking up the stairs on 

to the roof or if you are heavily pregnant, this is due to the last set of stairs being very steep. Please wear 

practical shoes – no high-heeled shoes. 

 

Tony Vickers 
 

Skills and Occupations, from Medieval to Modern 
 

The practices, products, materials and 

skills of medieval industry and 

subsequent developments into the 

nineteenth century still affect our view 

and understanding of English towns and 

countryside. We have daily reminders of 

the impressive visible legacies of the 

Middle Ages. Stone (castles, cathedrals, 

churches, walls, bridges), iron (bridges, 

buildings, weapons and decorative iron 

work), glass and china (stained windows, 

lamps), wood (staircases, carvings, buildings) are continuous remembrancers of how technical skills 

were acquired, accomplished and transferred, especially in times when literacy and numeracy were in 

short supply.  Rural craftsmen in the form of smiths, potters, millers, cloth makers and salters (witches 

in Nantwich, Cheshire) were abundant from Anglo Saxon times. Shipmasters were especially significant 

in naval areas.  

 

In the field of medieval decorated ironwork (hinges, 

handles, knockers and grilles), its techniques, designs and 

symbolism were especially important (Eagle Iron Works 

site in Jericho, Oxford).  From the early thirteenth century 

in England, the growth of population, towns and 

commercial activity saw the development of new 

occupations which required much higher acquired skills 

(e.g., in the fields of law, conveyancing, estate management 

and medicine). Formal and very inflexible apprenticeships 

of around seven years were introduced, providing 

compulsory technical training in a wide variety of trades, 

even though the numbers were still quite small (only 3% were girls). While for some it became the road 

to fame and fortune, many failed to serve their full term, often due to death or rising opportunities 

elsewhere. As labour markets changed, their use and popularity began to decline towards the end of the 

18th century.  

 

From the end of the English Civil War (1651) to the Great Exhibition in 1851 there was a spectacular 

transformation in fortunes as Britain became an ‘innovation super power’ in the form of an ‘Industrial 

Revolution’. Technological diffusion took place in almost all industries, including gardening (Capability 

Brown); in moving from cottage industry to shipyards and silk mills, old methods of production were 

simply erased. Underpinning such changes were changes in transferable skills and education and 

particularly investment in human capital (more schools, books, literacy, numeracy). 
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Above all, these were prerequisites to innovation and the names 

of celebrated innovators in the machine age, such as Arkwright, 

Watt and Brunel immediately spring to mind. Yet it is to the 

less celebrated and amateur innovators that we owe a special 

debt (William Armstrong invented steam engines, hydraulic 

cranes and submarine mines; George Manby developed 

lifeboats and fire extinguishers; Joseph Whitworth developed 

machine tools for standardised screw threads). 

 

Such skills are part of what is called ‘cultural transmission’, whereby knowledge in various forms is 

passed on to the next generation. There is continual debate over how skills, both then and now, are 

inculcated and then appraised and evaluated. The role of immigrants introducing new skills and 

knowledge (known as social capital) brought from their country of origin were especially significant 

(e.g., The Huguenots as educators to nobility and their advanced skills in textiles, wine making and as 

goldsmiths). When such skills are not passed on, then they atrophy or simply die out. While many of 

the important skills and occupations within English medieval society have now disappeared, some 

remain and indeed flourish. 

 

Today, you would be hard pressed to come across the following; nock nobblers 

were medieval churchwardens charged with turning out unruly dogs during a 

service. Ostlers looked after horses at coaching inns. Yowlers were assistant 

thatchers supplying materials to their masters. From 1528 Porter Pokemen 

were given exclusive porterage to all goods shipped to the Tyne (a highly 

disputed restrictive practice). The advent of cranes hastened their demise in the 

1870’s. In Newcastle sedan chair operators flourished in the carrying trade 

(refined ladies going to Church/Theatres) for over two centuries before their 

demise by 1880.  

 

Pat Pickering - Gardening Group 
 

 

 Our July Garden Visit will be o Tuesday 12th July 2022 at 2pm and will be to Morning Light, 7 

Armitage Close, Loudwater, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 4HL and the cost will be £8.00 which will 

also include refreshments. Pauline will collect names and payment at the June u3a meeting. 

 

Ann Burman – Quiz Group 
 

The next meeting of the Quiz group is on Tuesday 21st June at a cost of 

£1 per person. No prizes, just a fun afternoon with tea/coffee/biscuits 

provided. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME. 6/7 sets of 20 questions, all 

general knowledge. 

 

Any queries contact ANN BURMAN tel.no. 01296 422084 (or Chris 

Blaik tel.no. 01296 425964) 

 

Jane Elliston – Group Leader 
 

Photography 
 

It is with much regret that I have had to close the photography group.  If anyone would 

like to take over, please contact Jane on 07788494380.  
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Art Coffee Morning 
 

 

The next meeting is 12th 

July. Please note the date 

for this group is now the 

2nd Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

 

 

 Jim Wilding – Group Leader 
 

History of Transport and Musical Appreciation Groups. 

 

History of Transport will meet at 9, Mill 
Mead, on 28th June at 10.30 a.m. John 
Dunk is presenting “New Zealand 
Railways”. 
 
 

Music Appreciation next meeting is at 9, 

Mill Mead, Wendover, on 28th June at 

2.30 p.m. 

 

Simon Reeks – Gadget Group 
 

A busy month for me as an exam invigilator so 

I have not had much spare time for my normal 

IT related activity. However, I've been able to 

source and instal a printer, cure (hopefully!) 

poor WiFi issues, sort out various email and 

mobile phone problems, hook up a tablet to an 

audio system to provide internet radio and 

advise a couple of members about Windows 

11. 

 

If you need any help or advice about the new 

Windows 11 or indeed any other (non-Apple) 

"gadget" subject, please contact me on 01296 

482735 or reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see 

what I can do. 

 

 

 

Route A66 – A Crusaders Holiday 
 

A small group of u3a members under the Leadership of Julie Leach booked to go on this holiday to the 

Yorkshire Dales & Lancashire Fens (Sunday 29th May to Saturday 4th June). 
 

mailto:reeks@fangio.co.uk
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Day Activity 

  

1 Coach to Red Lea Hotel Scarborough.  Lunch at Boundary Inns, Grantham 

2 Coach Travel to self-explore Whitby before boarding a North Yorkshire Moors Railway 

Train at 2.00 p.m. bound for Pickering.  Return Coach Travel from Pickering to Red Lea 

Hotel. 

3 Self-exploration of Scarborough’s Attractions. 

4 Hit the Highway to the Teesdale market town at Bernard Castle for lunch prior to visiting 

the Bowes Museum and then continuing our coach journey to Shap Wells Hotel in Cumbria. 

5 Travel back in time to Carnforth Station Heritage Centre to discover how the film “Brief 

Encounter” was made before driving to Leighton Hall for a light soup and sandwich lunch 

followed by a guided tour of the house and a birds of prey display. 

6 Head south from Shap Wells Hotel to Settle for an enjoyable classic railway journey to 

Carlisle.  Meet the coach at Carlisle for an afternoon ride to Keswick where there is a choice 

of a boat trip to Ullswater & back or a visit to the Pencil Museum before returning to the 

Shap Wells Hotel. 

7 Return Coach Travel to Aylesbury from Shap Wells Hotel.  Lunch at Boundary Inns, 

Salwall. 

  

 
Whitby & North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
 
 

When the coach arrived at Whitby Station, there was 

sufficient time to take the Open-Top Bus Tour (one 

hour); stopping at Bandstand, Whale Bones, West Cliff 

Attractions, Museum, Whitby Abbey & Railway Station.  

The Commentary was loud and very clear.  A quick 

snack lunch, then off to Pickering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Like all Heritage Railways, the North Yorkshire Moors 

Railway has been hit by the fuel crisis.  The majority of 

good “steam coal” is imported from the Ukraine.  Hence, 

diesel power leaving Whitby and Steam arriving at 

Pickering.   The change took place at the half-way stage. 
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Peasholm Park, Scarborough 
 

Scarborough has two sandy beaches known as North Bay 

and South Bay. The majority of Scarborough’s 

Attractions are situated in North Bay (Sea Life, 

Alpamare Water Park, Open Air Theatre, North Bay 

Railway and Peasholm Park). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply stroll around and enjoy Peasholm Park’s many 

oriental design features – especially the themed garden 

and magnificent pagoda on Peasholm Island inspired by 

the famous Willow Pattern China.  If you want 

something more energetic take to the lake in a pedalo or 

walk the Tree Trail. 

 

Bowes Museum 
 

The collections include Paintings, Fashion & Textiles, 

Silver & Metals, Furniture, Ceramics and Sculpture. 

H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother must have 

known The Bowes Museum as a child, when family 

holidays were spent at nearby Streatlam Castle.  She 

supported the Friends of the Bowes Museum on their 

foundation in 1949 and became their Patron in 1962. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Silver Swan is a magnificent 18th century working 

automaton.  Moving glass rods imitate a flowing river 

from which the swan will catch a small fish by bending 

and lifting its neck and then go through all the natural 

process of turning the fish in its beak prior to swallowing 

it. 

 

Carnforth Station Heritage Centre 
 

Enjoy screenings of “Brief Encounter” throughout the day in our Film Room.  Next 

to the Heritage Centre is the privately operated Refreshment Room, lovingly 

recreated to resemble the original film set.  In our “Age of Steam Galleries”, you 

will find a varied and ever-growing display of railway memorabilia, artefacts and 

photographs from the Golden Age of Steam. 

 



Page 12 of 12 

Leighton Hall 
 

A visit to Leighton is an opportunity to unravel the 

fascinating past of the famous Gillow furniture making 

dynasty, to wander through the pretty gardens and 

woodland park as well as witnessing breath taking 

displays from birds of prey. 
 
 
 

 

Settle – Carlisle Railway 
 

The line was built as an express route to Carlisle 

and Scotland.  It is the last main line railway 

constructed almost entirely using manual labour.   

In the 72 miles between Settle and Carlisle there 

are 14 tunnels and over 20 viaducts. All of these 

are shining examples of Victorian railway 

engineering.  It opened for passengers on 1st May 

1869.  Today, all intermediate stations are owned 

by the Settle-Carlisle Trust and staffed by 

volunteers. 

 

Conclusion from this Holiday 
 

The method of creating a “Group Booking” by choosing an advertised Public Tour; publishing this 

choice in the Newsletter and then requesting individual u3a members to book themselves onto it, may 

well be the way forward for future u3a Holidays. 

 

Dave Rogers (Editor) 
 

Tea Rota – Alex Dunk 
 

 

The tea roster for the next six months is as follows. If there are any problems, please let me know in 

plenty of time to make changes. You can contact me on 01296 6224. 

  

16 June group 2           (Mary Evered, Pat Slaven and Eileen Paya)  

21 July group 3       (Pauline Noble, Vi Swindlehurst and Sandi Steeden) 

18 August group 4               (Julie Leach, Ann Cantrell and Wendy Russell) 

 15 September group 5             (Zita Hamelin, Pat Haywood and Lesley Spinks) 

 20 October group 6              (Rita Wiltshire, Sheila Haldane and Jill Johnson) 

 17 November group 1          (Jan Hughes, Margaret Simmons and Rosemary Wilson) 

 

And so, on ad infinitude - we hope! 
 

Next Contribution Date Monday 11th July 2022 

 Contributions Welcome from ALL Members 
 

Note Change of Date as the Editor is on Holiday from 

 Friday 15th July to Monday 18th July 


