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Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a                               www.u3a.co 

Information Sheet April 2022 

Editor: Dave Rogers Email editor@u3a.co 

Meet at Community Centre 

Prebendal Avenue 

1.30 p.m. for Notices at 2.00 p.m. 

Full Refreshments this Month 

Face Masks are recommended 

except for Eating and Drinking 

Sanitise at Door 

Speaker booked for 2.45 p.m. 
 

Date Speaker Title 

21st April 2022 Jonathan Jones The Role of the Town Crier – Something to 

Shout About! 

Jonathan Jones will appear in full regalis and finish with a SHOUT 

19th May 2022 Nick Dobson An Underground Guide to Historical London 

 
 

Your u3a Coach Trip this Month 
 

Pick Up Points                9.00 am Exchange Street, Aylesbury 

                                                                                      9.10 am Tennis Club 

         9.15 am Bedgrove 
 

Thursday 28th April                                                                                   ARUNDEL CASTLE 
 

 

Our trip is to one of England’s 

greatest restored and remodelled 

medieval castles – just in time for the 

annual Tulip Festival.  The castle is 

the principal home of the 18th Duke of 

Norfolk and has often been used as a 

film location - from Dr Who to The 

Young Victoria!  The Tulip Festival is 

held annually between the 1st and 30th 

April; so, hopefully, the tulips will be 

in full bloom.       

 

Cost £30 per member 

 

http://www.u3a.co/
mailto:editor@u3a.co
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Future u3a Coach Trips 
 
 

Thursday 26th May         BURFORD & BUSCOT PARK 

Pick Up Points (This month only)             9.30 am Exchange Street, Aylesbury 

                                                                                      9.40 am Tennis Club 

         9.45 am Bedgrove 
 

Free time in Burford for the morning. Buscot Park was built in the neoclassical style between 1780 and 1783 for 

Edward Lovenden and is set in enchanting landscaped gardens. Now the family home of Lord Farringdon. It was 

taken over by the National Trust in the 1940's and they run property and gardens on behalf of Lord Farringdon. 

For non-National Trust members the price for house and grounds is £10.00 concessions £8.00. 

Cost £15 per member 

 

Thursday 23rd June                                                               BRIGHTON 
There was not enough interest in Beaulieu Motor Museum so we thought by popular request we would 

arrange a day out by the coast.                                                                                     Cost £15 per member 

Sally Smith 

 

Geoff Short – Chair 
 

 

Welcome to our Newsletter for April and a big thank you once again to our contributors and to Dave 

Rogers for putting it all together. 
 

We welcome Jonathan Jones as our speaker this month who will be talking about the role of the Town 

Cryer: “Something to shout about”! As always, we are grateful for those who take the time to come and 

speak to us about such a variety of subjects! 
 

I write this on Easter Saturday and the sun is shining out of a perfect blue sky and all seems well with 

the world. But of course, it isn’t. The pandemic continues unrelentingly, and I know members have been 

suffering. We wish all those who have gone down with Covid well. War in Ukraine continues, and we 

think of those who have had to leave their homes in fear for the future. 
 

Nearer at home, our u3a group will be continuing throughout 2022. However, the issues we have faced 

in recent months have not been fully resolved as yet. We still require support from our membership 

and if anyone feels that they can provide a little time to join the committee or take up one of our vacant 

posts, then please let me or the existing committee members know. 
 

Next month is the AGM – so that is your chance to join us or kick us out!  Keep well and safe! 
 

 

Dave Rogers – Editor 
The Rise and the Fall of the “Fab Four” 

 

It was on 10 April 1970 that Paul McCartney announced the end of the 

Beatles when he released his statement in an ambiguous interview to 

the press that day.  He made the statement in order to advertise the 

upcoming release of his debut solo album, McCartney.  Although this 

was not an official “Fab Four” statement, each of the Beatles was 

pursuing his own musical interests outside the band.  There were no 

plans to record together as a group again.  By year’s end, Paul had 

filed suit to dissolve the business partnership – a process that made 

official the unofficial breakup he announced on this day in 1970. 



Page 3 of 8 

 John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison were the start of the Beatles when they played 

together in the late 1950s as “The Quarrymen”.  The Quarrymen were founded by John Lennon at the 

Quarry Bank School in Liverpool in the middle of 1957.  Their sound was skiffle, a variant on American 

Folk and Country Music although John tried to stick as many Rock & Roll tunes as he could into their 

repertory.  He found allies in a pair of new members, Paul McCartney (July 1957) and George Harrison 

(February 1958).  The Quarrymen played local youth clubs and dances, picking up a small following in 

Liverpool. 
 

In January 1959, John Lennon had begun his studies at “Liverpool College of Art”, so, his schoolfriends 

left the group.  However, the three guitarists formed themselves into a group (Johnny and the 

Moondogs) and played Rock & Roll whenever they could find a drummer.  Stuart Sutcliff (a fellow 

college student) was persuaded to join them as bass guitar in January 1960.  In May of that year, they 

adopted the name “Silver Beetles” in tribute to “Buddy Holly and the Crickets” when they under took a 

brief tour of Scotland as the backing group for pop singer “Johnny Gentle”. By early July, they had 

renamed themselves as the “Silver Beatles” under the unofficial management of “Alan Williams”. 
 

Allan Williams couldn’t find regular gigs in their hometown Liverpool for them, so, he arranged a 

residency for them in Hamburg at the notorious “Indra Club”, right by the city’s Reeperbahn red-light 

district as another of his groups (Derry and the Seniors) had proved to be successful there.  Four days 

before leaving Liverpool (August 17th 1960), the Silver Beatles auditioned and hired Pete Best as a 

permanent drummer.  These five musicians (Pete Best, George Harrison, John Lennon, Paul 

McCartney and Stuart Sutcliffe) not only played at the Indra Club but also rocked the audiences at the 

Kaiserkeller, Top Ten and Star Club.  In all, the Beatles were employed five times in Hamburg between 

1960 and 1962.  Their first “stay” lasted three and a half months playing for 5 hours starting at 10pm 

on 106 nights.  Hamburg is where they celebrated their first successes, gained their mop hair style and 

removed the word “Silver” from the band’s name. 
 

“Ringo Star” met the Beatles in Hamburg in October 1960.  At that time, he was performing with Rory 

Stone and the Hurricanes, but stepped in on many occasions when Pete Best was not available.  There 

was a sense of solidarity amongst the British groups in Hamburg and the Beatles got to know Ringo 

Star well.  When the band returned to Liverpool in 1961, Stuart Sutcliffe stayed behind in Hamburg.  

He died from a brain haemorrhage soon after.  Instead of replacing him with a new member, Paul 

McCartney changed from rhythm guitar with John Lennon to bass guitar and the band continued as a 

four piece.  
 

After their first gig at the Cavern Club in 1962, Ringo Star officially 

replaced Pete Best as their Drummer. “Brian Epstein” heard about 

the Beatles through a lad who was asking for a record by them in one 

of his stores.  He decided to visit the Cavern Club on a November 

lunch time in 1961 to watch the Beatles.  He had no plans to become 

their manager.  However, in the space of one short set, he suffered an 

epiphany that would transform the futures for both him and the 

band. 

 

On June 6th 1962, the Beatles entered Abbey Road Studios for the first 

time to have their debut meeting with “George Martin”.  Not only did 

they hit it off, with the band impressed by the dapper record executive’s 

pedigree as a producer, but also did enough to secure their Parlophone 

deal.  George Martin enhanced their musical potentional.  They gained 

popularity in the United Kingdom after their first modest hit, “Love Me 

Do” in late 1962.  By early 1964 they had become international stars, 

leading the “British Invasion” of the United States pop market.  From 

1965 onwards, the Beatles produced what many consider their finest 

material utilizing several genres, ranging from pop ballads to 

psychedelic rock, often incorporating classical and other elements in 

innovative ways through a succession of five albums and five films. 
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The Beatles were the first British Band to write their own songs and music as well as the only group in 

recording history to have 20 songs to reach number one. Thus, they became the most commercially 

successful and critically acclaimed act in the history of music.  The albums produced were - Rubber 

Soul (1965), Revolver (1966), Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967), The Beatles (1968) and 

Abbey Road (1969).   In addition, they also starred in these films – A Hard Day’s Night (1964), Help! 

(1965), Magical Mystery Tour (1967), Yellow Submarine (1968) and Let It Be (1970).  After their break-

up in 1970, they each enjoyed successful musical careers.  John Lennon was shot and killed in December 

1980 whilst George Harrison died of lung cancer in November 2001. 
 

Wendy Russel – Membership Secretary Elect 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have renewed your membership already. I hope many more will bring 

their forms and cash/cheques to the April Meeting on Thursday.  If you have mislaid your renewal 

form, or were unable to print one, please contact me on this telephone number (01844 208767), or by 

email at wendydrussell@hotmail.com and I will let you have a form.” 

  

Jasmine Reeks – Local History Group 

 

I think we all had a very interesting visit to Hughenden Manor. The introduction talk might have been 

somewhat chilly but the guide was very interesting. Many of us agreed that we would have to visit again 

on our own. The World War II exhibition on the ground floor was so much more than the original one 

in the basement. 

Next event is at Rycote Chapel & Gardens 10.15 for a 10.30 start on Wednesday 27th April. We still 

have a few spaces - any last-minute attendees should email Simon or Jasmine Reeks ASAP if you haven’t 

signed up by the April Meeting, DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE 10.15 AS THE GATE WILL BE SHUT 

AND THERE IS NOWHERE SAFE TO PARK ON THE ROAD.  

This month Simon will be collecting money for the May outing on the Little Canal Boat Thursday, 12th 

May £9.50 per person. Correct cash would be helpful or cheques made payable to S. Reeks 

Little Boat Trip May 

Stonor Park June 

Quainton Railway Centre July 

Ivinghoe Beacon August 

September Hemel Hempstead Walk 

October John Milton House (and church ???) 

November Rupert’s Review 

 

Thanks to all the volunteer leaders and organisers 

Simon and I had a break of four days in Kent. What a different landscape, with oast 

houses, converted or otherwise and cross channel ferry lorries. The enormous traffic 

jams were mainly on the other side of the motorway from us, luckily. Our traffic 

jam was trying to enter Margate as the Front had been closed for filming. It took us 

an extra 30 minutes to trail our way through the backstreets to Cliftonville and park 

there. The variable weather has let us see huge bumblebees, brimstone and peacock 

butterflies, bluebells, narcissi, primroses, cowslips, camelias, magnolias, 

rhododendrons, lots of nippy birds and a heron – a superb display from this corner 

of the Natural World. 

Heron photograph from Internet (Editor) 

We have been asked by Sarah Taylor (sarah@rycotepark.com) if anyone would like to volunteer at 

Rycote Chapel - “We are due to reopen on 1st April and our Saturday/Sunday custodian is sadly unwell. 

I am therefore urgently trying to find a replacement for her! I wondered whether anyone in your 

group/the wider Aylesbury u3a might be interested in spending 4 hours of a Saturday and Sunday 

afternoon in this lovely peaceful spot, guiding visitors. We do pay a bit – “expenses”. If you could 

possibly circulate my email and ask anyone who might be interested to contact me (Sarah), I would be 

very grateful.”

mailto:wendydrussell@hotmail.com
mailto:sarah@rycotepark.com
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Tony Vickers 
 

Easter Eggs 

A complex story of myths and long vanished customs 
 

Although the egg is closely identified with the breaking of the six-week Lenten fast (when consumption 

of eggs was forbidden), more contemporary Easter celebrations (ecclesiastical, secularised and 

commercialised) take the form of egg hunts, egg rolling, egg dancing, egg blessing and egg decoration 

alongside new clothes and Easter bonnets. Simnel cakes decorated with eggs remain popular. If Lent is 

seen as a fast, Easter becomes a joyous feast.  

 

 

 

An Egg Hunt                                                                          Egg Rolling 
 

Folk Dancing around a Pattern of Eggs placed on the Ground 

 
 

 

 

Across the globe in various cultures, both East and 

West (e.g., Tibet, Peru, Japan, Poland, Borneo, 

Russia) the egg is an important symbol of creation, 

of hope and prosperity for the coming year, the 

renewal of life and fertility, or as a sacred symbol 

of the universe.  As societies moved from pagan 

rituals to folk pastimes, the egg remained as the 

emblem of the germinating life of early Spring.  Its 

significance can be traced back to fertility rites, to 

the Romans (their oval shaped race tracks and 

amphitheatres), Gauls, Chinese and Persians. In 

very early cultures there was the belief the universe 

was hatched from an egg and then took its shape.  
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While many old customs relating to Easter eggs have long faded into obscurity (cultural change was 

especially marked after both World Wars), nevertheless traditions from earlier epochs and layers of 

folklore do not easily disappear.  Eggs were accepted as part of the Easter ground rent due to the priest 

of Kingston on Thames in 1303.  In Bulgaria on Easter Monday an Easter egg was customarily placed 

on every grave as an expression of remembrance.  Within the Ukraine, special Krashanka egg shells are 

dropped into streams to let lost souls know it is time to celebrate Easter. 

 
 

 Still in the Ukraine, the 

Hutzel people make pysanky 

Easter eggs to contain an evil 

monster imprisoned within a 

cliff face. If the tradition fails 

the monster escapes to release 

his evil spirit upon the world. 

In Italy from around five 

hundred years ago, Easter 

eggs have strong love motives, 

associated with courting and 

romance.  

 

 

An old account of the Easter festivities at Chester describes how the bishop and dean took eggs into the 

cathedral, danced before the altar and, at certain stages of the service, engaged in an egg-throwing 

match with the choristers. Elsewhere in Cheshire there was an ancient custom of throwing eggs and 

buns from Church steeples to the crowds below. Such eggs were called ‘paste’ eggs derived from the 

French word ‘paques’ (Easter) and in many North Western villages Easter Sunday became known as 

Paste Egg Day with children begging for eggs for their Easter dinner.  On Pendle Hill near Burnley, egg 

rolling became immensely popular; broken shells littered the slopes for weeks afterwards. At the end 

of the 19th century thousands flocked to the Avenham Valley in Preston to attend the ancient custom of 

rolling hard boiled, grass dyed eggs.  In Sunderland an old local game, called ‘jarping’, involved two 

young boys pressing coloured, hard-boiled eggs against each other; the first to crack his opponents’ egg 

was the victor.  

 

 

The colouring of eggs took a variety of formats; a handful of 

tender blades of wheat were thrown into a pot, along with the 

eggs, to turn them dark green; later other colouring agents such 

as spinach, beet, mulberry leaves, coffee beans, hay and brazil 

wood were used. If you tie on to an egg the outer skins of an 

onion, then boil it you have the effect of marbled paper.  While 

the decorating of eggs (a specific type of folk art) reflected the 

spirit of joy and celebration of Easter, coloured clay eggs laid 

to ward off evil spirits have been found in graves over three 

thousand years ago.  

 

 

Eggs were buried in fields at Easter to invite good harvests while shells were laid under fruit trees to 

ward off pests. Much emphasis is given by historians and anthropologists to the cultural role of eggs in 

terms of motifs, games, customs, beliefs and decoration. Each Easter motif (e.g., stars, chickens, crosses, 

ribbons, fishes) had its own meaning, such as love, charity, eternity. Spiders promised good fortune. 

Many motifs demonstrated old customs, sayings, cures, songs and tales. Builders often placed an egg in 

the foundations of new buildings (Newark Church, Scalloway Castle).  
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Ann Burman – Quiz Group 
 

The Quiz Group is held at the tennis club on the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month 2 - 4 p.m. RESTARTING TUESDAY 19th APRIL. £1 per 

person. No prizes, just a fun afternoon with tea/coffee/biscuits 

provided. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME. 6/7 sets of 20 questions, all 

general knowledge - please could those who historically provided 

questions find the time to do so again, any other contributions would 

be gratefully received. It will be lovely to see regular attendees again 

and also, hopefully, some new ones. 
 

Any queries contact ANN BURMAN tel.no. 01296 422084 (or Chris Blaik tel.no. 01296425964) 
 

David Mummery – Secretary 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY GROUP 
 

 

This group restarts in September after our last Spring meeting on 13 April 

(New Zealand is the subject this time).  Meanwhile preparations are being 

made to ensure a varied and interesting programme will be in place from 

September.  David Mummery (djmummery@hotmail.com) would be 

interested in hearing from anybody who has photographs of their travels 

within the UK or abroad and be prepared to share their memories with others.  

I can help putting them on PowerPoint if necessary. Those who have already 

contributed will be contacted in due course. 

 

Last season we learnt a lot about cruising on the Danube, travelling 

throughout Egypt, Sardinia and Australia.  We also discovered that those who 

came were delighted with the tea/coffee and biscuits and meeting other people 

for a chat. 

 

PETANQUE 
 

We are still hopeful that we can start in May depending on the state of the crisis.  During the 

forthcoming season we hope to be able to challenge Weston Turville for a match. 
 

Simon Reeks – Gadget Group 
 

An interesting month, helping install a new (Windows 11) laptop, sorting out 

various TV issues, diagnosing a “terminal” printer and several other bits and 

pieces. I’ve also built 4 Windows 11 PCs, one for each member of the 

immediate family. 

Bitdefender have released a new FREE antivirus program - they have a good 

reputation so I see no reason why this should not be worth trying – the 

download is available at https://www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html 

If you need any help or advice about the new Windows 11 or indeed any other (non Apple) "gadget" 

subject, please contact me on 01296 482735 or reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see what I can do. 

 

Next Contribution Date Friday 13th May 2022 

 Contributions Welcome from ALL Members 
 

mailto:djmummery@hotmail.com
https://www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html
mailto:reeks@fangio.co.uk
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AGENDA 
 

1.  Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2019 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report & Accounts for the period ended 31st March 2022 
6. Election of Chairman 
7. Election of Officers 
8. Election of Committee Members 
9. Appointment of an Examiner for the Accounts 2022 
10. Vote of thanks to retiring Committee members. 

Current committee members: 

Geoffrey Short Chairman: David Mummery Secretary: David Wilson Treasurer: 

Jasmine Reeks Membership Secretary (will not be standing for re-election): 

Val Blackburn Liaison Officer: Michael Walden Trips Organizer: 

Jim Wilding Accessibility & Members’ Rep (will not be standing for re-election): 

Chris Blaik Asst Trips Organizer: Wendy Russell Membership Secretary elect: Allan Horn 
 

Nominations are required for the following positions: 

1: Chairman; 2: Vice-Chairman; 3: Secretary; 4: Treasurer; 5-10: Six Committee Members. You may 
make nominations for as many positions as you wish 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE 2022/2023 
The following members of the Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a are nominated for election to the positions indicated at the Annual General 
Meeting to be held on Thursday 19th May 2021. The members concerned have verbally agreed to serve if elected. 

POSITION PERSON 
NOMINATED (ACCEPTANCE 
AGREED VERBALLY) 
(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

PROPOSER 
(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

SECONDER 
(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

    

    

    

    

    

PLEASE NOTE: All nominations are to be returned to David Mummery, 4 Windermere Close, Aylesbury, HP21 7HP not later than 

Thursday, 5th May 2022 by post or emailed to secretary@u3a.co 

 

MID-BUCKS (AYLESBURY) u3a 
 

2022 Annual General Meeting 

 
The Twenty fifth Annual General Meeting of Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a will take place on 

 

Thursday 19th May 2022 
 

Commencing at 2pm  at Southcourt Community Centre 

mailto:secretary@u3a.co

