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Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a                               www.u3a.co 

Information Sheet February 2022 

Editor: Dave Rogers Email editor@u3a.co 

Meet at Community Centre 

Prebendal Avenue 

1.30 p.m. for Notices at 2.00 p.m. 

Full Refreshments from this Month 

Face Masks are recommended 

except for Eating and Drinking 

Sanitise at Door 

Speaker booked for 2.45 p.m. 
 

 

Date 

 

 

Speaker 

 

Title 

17th February 2022 Alison Wall Pest Houses 

17th March 2022 Graham Harrison 

Change of Speaker 

Poisons & Medicines 

 

Pests Houses 
 

Health beliefs have changed over the centuries.  Charles II issued an edict in 1665 stipulating that every 

parish must identify a pest house for isolation of those with the pestilence.  The talk includes pictures of 

the houses that still exist as well as those that have been demolished. 

 

 
 

Your u3a Summer Holiday 

Visiting AVON and CARDIFF June 9th to June 13th 2022 

Cost depending on number is £419 - £445 

Insurance £32                                       Single Supplement £100 
 

Still short on numbers!!!  Please can you try to recruit from friends or neighbours??? 

 

Failure to achieve sufficient numbers by the next meeting (17th March) means that 

THE HOLIDAY WILL BE CANCELLED. 

Anybody that might be interested in joining us, please ring me on 01296  488282. 
 

Julie Leach 
 

 

 

http://www.u3a.co/
mailto:editor@u3a.co
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Your u3a Coach Trips 
 

Thursday 24th March                                                                                    CANTERBURY 
 

We estimate that the coach cost per member will be £10 per person. However, if they wish to visit the 

Cathedral then they will need to pay an entrance fee of £14.  As an alternative they can visit the gardens 

for £5. Apparently, there is an excellent web page.  Unfortunately, none of Heyfordian’s coaches are 

available on this day. I have contacted Mott’s and awaiting a reply. 
 

Thursday 28th April                                                                                   ARUNDEL CASTLE 

   

Coach cost £10 per member, entrance fee to Castle and Grounds £21 giving a total of £30.  (Yes, I know 

my math’s is not very good but the odd £1 comes out of Harding fund.)   Coach is provisionally booked. 

 

                                                       Michael Walden 
 

 

Geoff Short – Chair 
 

Welcome to our Newsletter for February and a big thank you to our contributors and to Dave 

Rogers for putting it all together.  

 

We welcome Alison Wall as our speaker this month, talking about Pest Houses. 

 

Although we are still following some of the previous pandemic guidelines this month, we are 

also relaxing some of the things we asked you to do in the previous two months in line with 

Government suggestions. We will still have hand sanitizers available for your use at the 

entrance to the Southcourt community hall and would prefer you to wear masks when entering 

and leaving the building. However, we have relaxed the rules regarding the refreshment break. 

Biscuits are making a welcome return and you can mingle if you so wish. Again, although it may 

be preferable to keep your mask on during the afternoon, this is now left to your own discretion. 

 

The book table is also making a welcome return this month thanks to Rupert and Wendy. 

 

You will see that the speaker for March has changed – our booked speaker is no longer available 

but Graham Harrison, of Sun Jester, has stepped in with a talk on the cheery subject of “Poisons 

and Medicines”. You may remember that Graham’s wife, Towse, gave us the December talk. 

We are very grateful to Sun Jester for their continued support. 

 

We still have no takers for the role of Treasurer. If this continues, then it may well be that May 

will be the final monthly meeting for our u3a. After that, we will need an EGM to start the 

closure procedure. This will be a sad ending in our 25th year but we cannot expect David Wilson 

to continue indefinitely, and we cannot continue without a treasurer.  I have brought this matter 

to your attention in both the Newsletters and the meetings over the last few months and it is 

very disappointing that there has been no response. Please consider how you could help – if you 

enjoy the groups and our monthly meetings, then surely it should be possible to find a volunteer 

for this role. If anyone has any alternative ideas, then please let me or members of the committee 

know. 
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Dave Rogers – Editor 
 

Devil’s Footprints in South Devon? 
 

The winter of 1855 is one of the coldest on record.  The ice was so thick 

that people are reported to have taken stoves onto the River Exe for 

parties.  No wonder people huddled beneath their bedclothes on the night 

of 8th February 1855.  Either side of the River Exe, the first lights of dawn 

revealed to them an almost unblemished snowfall, unblemished that is but 

for a collection of what were described as cloven footprints. 
 

Footprints appeared on tops of snow-covered roofs, stopping at the base 

of drainpipes and starting again at the gutter; passed through haystacks 

and high walls; crossed the frozen River Exe, as well as open fields. 
 

In The Times (February 1855) the footprints were described “more like 

that of a biped than a quadruped, and the steps were generally eight inches 

in advance of each other.  The impressions of the footprints closely 

resembled that of a donkey’s shoe, and measured an inch and a half to two 

and a half inches across.”   
 

The area in which the footprints appeared extended from Exmouth, up to 

Topsham and across the Exe Estuary to Dawlish and Teignmouth. An 

article in 1890 claimed the footprints also appeared as far away as 

Weymouth (Dorset) and even Lincolnshire. Thus, the footprints travelled 

from 40 to 100 miles! 
 

Inevitably, the Times suggestion that the footprints were made by a biped led the religious locals to 

become positive that “The Prince of Darkness” had stalked around the area looking for sinners.  A 

further suggestion that his “Red Hot Hooves” had caused the heavy snow to be melted through to the 

ground only added credibility to this superstition.  Papers belonging to Reverend H. T. Ellacombe (1790 

– 1855) were only discovered after the publication during 1950 of an article in the Transactions of the 

Devonshire Association seeking further information about the event.  These papers included letters from 

his friends, among them the Reverend G. M. Musgrove who wrote a draft of a letter (dated 3rd March 

1855) to the Illustrated London News marked “not for publication” and produced several apparent 

tracings of the footprints.  Apart from this evidence many theories on how these hoof prints were made 

have been put forward. 
 

Balloon 
 

Author Geoffrey Household suggested that “an experimental balloon” 

released by mistake from Devonport Dockyard had left the mysterious tracks 

by trailing two shackles on the end of its mooring ropes.  His source was a 

local man, Major Carter, whose grandfather had worked at Davenport at 

this time.  Carter claimed that the incident had been quieted because the 

balloon also wrecked a number of conservatories, greenhouses and windows 

before finally descending to earth in Honiton. 
 

Whilst this could explain the shape of the prints, sceptics questioned whether 

the balloon could have travelled such a random zigzag course without its 

trailing ropes and shackles becoming caught in a tree or similar obstruction. 
 

The first recorded ascent of a yellow silk hot-air balloon was at Bangor in 

North Wales on 1st October 1857. 
 
 
 

 
 

Artist Impression 
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Hopping Mice 
 

Historian Mike Dash suggested that at least some of the 

prints, including those found on rooftops, could have been 

made by hopping rodents such as the kangaroo wood mice.  

The print left behind after a mouse leaps resembles that of a 

cloven animal, due to the motions of its limbs when it jumps.  

He also stated that this theory that the Devon prints were 

made by rodents was originally proposed as long ago as 

March 1855 in The Illustrated London News. 
 

Kangaroo 
 

A letter to the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette outlined how “on 

Sunday last, the Reverend Musgrave, delivered one of his 

usual eloquent discourses in Lympstone Church and expressed 

it as his opinion that the footprints were those of a kangaroo 

that had escaped from a private menagerie in Sidmouth.”  
 

Even though kangaroos could have bounded over certain 

obstacles, these incredible creatures would have struggled to 

get onto rooftops or leap high walls.  While there were indeed 

two kangaroos in the Sidmouth menagerie, there is no evidence 

either of them had escaped.  Later, Reverend Musgrove, 

himself, said that he had invented the story to distract his 

parishioners’ concerns about a visit from the devil. 
 

Badgers 
 

In July 1855, a “Professor Owen” put forward the 

theory that the footprints were from a badger, 

arguing the animal was “the only plantigrade 

quadruped we have in this island. It leaves a 

footprint larger than would be supposed from its 

size with the left hind foot (smaller print) being 

placed in the left fore foot (larger) print and the 

right hind foot being placed in the right fore 

footprint causing a single track to appear in the 

snow.”  The number of footprints, he suggested 

were because “it is impossible that one badger 

only should have been awake and hungry” 

particularly as badgers were common in Dorset. 

 

Similar Tracks 

 

Captain Sir James Clark Ross was in charge of two ships exploring the 

south pole when he discovered the same tracks on Kerguelen Island around 

May 1840.  They suddenly ended with no sign of man or beast.  Never-the-

less, rodents were common stowaways in ships at that time – weren’t they?  
 

There have been many hoaxes for the Centre for Fortean Zoology to inspect. 

An organisation established in 1992 to carry out extensive research into 

mystery animals and animal mysteries around the Globe.  Jonathan 

Downes, a director of the centre, said in 2009, “I believe that things that are 

currently put down to the paranormal will one day be explained by science”. 
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Jasmine Reeks – Membership Secretary 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is now 145 and we have had some enquiries from possible new members. Happy birthday 

to all the February babies. Good wishes for all other celebrations in this month. My parents would have 

been married 75 years on the 1st February. It seems quite surreal, then I remember that I am 70! 
 

LOCAL HISTORY 
 

Next event Stowe 24th February, 10.15 for 10.30. All members should have received communications 

with the details. A self-guided, self-organised stroll through the Gardens, searching for snowdrops. The 

weather might prove challenging so sensible footwear and weather-proof clothing. 

 

After the planning meeting in January, we are 

working to put together a programme for the 

coming year. Check your emails! Dates are 

variable due to venues and other u3a 

commitments. 

 

Hughenden Manor 29th March, please reply to 

email or sign up this Thursday 

Rycote Chapel & Gardens April 

Little Boat Trip May 

Stonor Park June 

Quainton Railway Centre July 

Ivinghoe Beacon August 

September ????????? Any suggestions 

October John Milton House (and church ???) 

November Rupert’s Review 

 

Thanks to all the volunteer leaders. 
  

 

Photographs from a recent walk round College Lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                             Pair of Pheasants                                               Coal Tit, but I could be wrong! 
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Cheerful Robin (left), Acrobatic Squirrel (centre) and Black Pheasant (right).  I know it is there, Simon 

knows it is there and the Pheasant knows it is there but it would not come into the clearing. You can 

just see his shadow!! 
 

Seen around Aylesbury in the last Four Weeks 
 

 
Snowdrops in St Mary’s Churchyard         Woodpecker trail sign at The Vyne  Drake and Mallard on the Bearbrook 

Roe, fallow and muntjac deer, St Tiggiwinkles 

 

 

YARN CRAFTERS – David Mummery 
 

 

A time to sew, crochet and knit 

2nd Monday in the month 14.00-16.00. 

 

 

The Yarn Crafters group will be restarting in 

April.  Contact Sheila on 01296 488 267 for more 

details. 
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Tony Vickers 
 

A Defining Moment; The Invasion Threat 1940 
Protecting Shores and Skies 

 

It was not until the Munich crisis in 1938 that serious plans 

for war were put into action. By early 1940 Britain, as the 

last remaining Allied country, was in a state of alarm and 

confusion.  Seriously caught ‘off-balance’, it was 

desperately short of armaments, manpower, ships and 

planes, provisions and logistics. With the formation of the 

Home Guard in May, 1940, a ‘Dad’s Army syndrome’ 

developed, in which resolve and fighting spirit prevailed; 

this tended to obscure Britain’s exaggerated belief in and 

limited ability to engage in large scale combat against highly 

skilled German forces mustering across the Channel. The 

Luftwaffe was able to call on over 3500 strike aircraft while 

battle-hardened German troops numbered over 600,000. 

 

 Even after the Battle of Britain, the military situation remained precarious, especially in the face of 

precision night raids, delayed-action bombs, the Blitz, U-boats and the destruction of Atlantic convoys 

and mounting bomber losses over Germany.  Germany even planned to build a channel tunnel as an 

alternative invasion route. 
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1940 was clearly a defining moment for Britain – the fall of France, the retreat from Dunkirk, the Battle 

of Britain, the ever-increasing threat of a German invasion. Operation Sea Lion, launched on 2nd July, 

was the title given by Hitler to the planned invasion of England on a ‘broad front (Ramsgate to IoW). 

Initially it was only a plan, a last resort to force Britain to capitulate, but it became a firm directive on 

16th July after a detailed military assessment of its feasibility and the substantial risks involved. 

Amassing such a mighty armada in one month in the face of air attacks, submarines and Royal Naval 

bombardment pointed to high prospects of failure and defeat. In the first wave there were even plans 

to move 4500 cavalry horses in flat bottomed barges.  Axis Army and Naval top brass remained 

permanently divided; while the military were ‘fired up and ready to go’, Naval chiefs pointed to their 

reckless confidence and lack of experience in large amphibious operations; they were adamantly 

opposed to such an unplanned, hasty, high-risk invasion.  

 

In Britain, as complacency gave way to alarm, a concerted 

campaign developed, pointing to resolute determination, 

ruthless intelligence planning and total dedication to the 

resistance of invasion (with plans to use gas and chemical 

weapons). This was part of a new ‘profound sense of purpose, of 

belligerency and resolve’ as the nation enthusiastically stood up 

to Hitler.  A proposal to fill Buckingham Palace with German 

prisoners to deter Luftwaffe air raids was soon dropped. 

 

 Persistent rumours of spies dressed as Nuns, of invasion by gliders and parachutists, of the capture of 

the IoW, of Cornwall as the first invasion point, continued; these were usually fed by Lord Haw-Haw 

and German propaganda. Maintaining morale became a critical, daily task for the Ministry of 

Information. In Liverpool, despite the devastation of aerial bombardment, a report on morale noted 

residents maintained the northern tradition of endurance with ‘high levels of dancing, drunkenness, 

singing, shouting and cat calling’ even during the intense blitz. 

 

 

 

In the face of a very real threat, extensive 

preparations such as the internment of aliens, 

the bombing of invasion barges in channel 

ports, the mass evacuation of 31 coastal towns, 

the building of pill boxes, sea defences and 

extensive minefields were given top priority. 

Map Orders prohibited the use of large-scale 

maps. Yet, such preparations varied in 

importance; in Deptford, local volunteers were 

offered WW1 revolvers and cudgels to repel 

parachutists. At Sealand, a major aerodrome in 

Chester, production of pikes and sharp knives 

was stepped up for the local Home Guard. 
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In the August, as anticipation of invasion grew rapidly, the Buckingham Advertiser warned of 

the ‘threat of imminent extinction which hangs over us all this Summer’. A month later the 

Bucks Herald reported on the ‘nation’s determination to stand alone, with honour and pride, 

among the European nations against invasion’. By early September invasion preparations were 

intense as it emerged Hitler had set the 15th as invasion day. Nevertheless, deducing Hitler’s 

invasion plans became at times an almost impossible task since he frequently resorted to crystal-

ball gazing and astrologers, much to the frustration of his own military advisers and British 

Intelligence.  

 

What has emerged is the importance of 

intelligence reports unlocking the secrets of over 

1000 captured Luftwaffe pilots and U-boats 

crews from July to October, 1940. These revealed 

vital operational details for invasion and 

Germany’s expansion plans. Overall, while only 

5000 POWs were held in 1940, this rose to over 1 

million by 1945. Their value in the planning of D 

Day, four years later, in June 1944 was immense. 

 

Yet the invasion never came. By the 16th October the whole operation was ‘stood down’ (the 

threat still remained) as Hitler’s attention turned eastwards and ‘Operation Barbarossa’, the 

invasion of Russia on 22nd June, 1941. Vast numbers of troops, planes and munitions centred 

on the Channel ports were transferred as the war moved to a new, dangerous and for Hitler, 

‘an eventual catastrophic phase’.   
 

Jane Elliston – Group Leader 
 

Photography 
 

This group will next meet Jane's House at 10:30 on 10th 

March.  We are the perfect group for anyone who 

would enjoy going out to take photographs and meet for 

lunch or coffee one month and then look at each other’s 

photos on TV over a coffee the next month There is 

nothing technical no jargon and you can use any 

camera, tablet or mobile phone. If you would like to 

come along and see what the group is like, please ring 

Jane on 07788494380. 

 

Art Coffee Morning 
 

Our next meeting is on 

Tuesday 8th March 2021 at 

10:30 at Jane's house. We 

still have space if anyone 

would like to come along and 

see what it’s all about - ring 

Jane on 07788494380. Only 

50p for coffee and biscuits 
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Ann Burman – Quiz Group 
 

The Quiz Group is held at the tennis club on the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month 2 - 4 p.m. RESTARTING TUESDAY 19th APRIL. £1 per 

person. No prizes, just a fun afternoon with tea/coffee/biscuits 

provided. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME. 6/7 sets of 20 questions, all 

general knowledge - please could those who historically provided 

questions find the time to do so again, any other contributions would 

be gratefully received. It will be lovely to see regular attendees again 

and also, hopefully, some new ones. 
 

Any queries contact ANN BURMAN tel.no. 01296 422084 (or Chris Blaik tel.no. 01296425964) 
 

David Mummery – Geography Group 
 

The Geography/Travel Group meets September to April each year.  Members 

attend to discover more of the world outside their four walls and delight to learn of 

other experiences, discovering places and details they were possibly unaware of.  

The social side of our meetings is also important.  We meet on the second 

Wednesday of each month at the Aylesbury Tennis Club. Roger King is presenting   

‘Highway 61 Revisited’ - In search of Frank Lloyd Wright and the real America on 

Wednesday 9th March.  “New Zealand” will be on 13 April. 
 

 If you have not been to our meetings before you might give yourself a treat on 9th 

March.  We also welcome new presenters: contact djmummery@hotmail.com. 
 

Simon Reeks – Gadget Group 
 

I have helped to set up a couple of new (Windows 11) laptops and 

transferred data and settings from the previous machines. Don't buy 

laptops (or indeed any other device) simply on price or local 

availability, assess what your actual needs are then look at 

specifications that will help you achieve them - "a jolly good deal" may 

just possibly not be able to do what you actually want or you find that 

you are paying for facilities that you don't actually need! For example, 

there is no need to pay a premium for a "gaming" machine when all 

you want to do is browse the internet and type a few letters. 

 

Several issues this month revolved around "problems with email" or "problems with (mobile) app not 

working properly" - which in most cases were actually internet / WiFi connection issues. The basic rule 

is not to simply assume that the apparent problem is isolated, there can quite often be other issues 

impacting on performance. Currently in the process of replacing a hard drive in a laptop with a fast 

SSD (Solid State Device) - the one thing that will frequently speed up older equipment at relatively low 

cost (£20 to £30 in most cases). Quite a number of "smart" TVs can have a recording facility added 

simply by using a USB stick (a few £s) - useful not only for setting a recording for when you are not 

available but also to allow you to pause / restart a programme to answer the telephone, get a drink or 

whatever. If you need any help or advice about the new Windows 11 or indeed any other (non-Apple) 

"gadget" subject, please contact me on 01296 482735 or reeks@fangio.co.uk and I'll see what I can do. 

 

Next Contribution Date Friday 11th March 2022 

 Contributions Welcome from ALL Members 

 

mailto:djmummery@hotmail.com
mailto:reeks@fangio.co.uk

