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CALL FOR INFORMATION 
 

If you have enjoyed an online lecture, informative or entertaining video or virtual tour please 
send in the web address to the Editor with a short review to share with our members in the 
forthcoming newsletters.               

                                                                                                                          Dave Rogers 

 
ZOOM Meetings 

Chat 1.45 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Notices 2 p.m. to 2.15 p.m. 

Talk at 2.15 p.m. 
 

 
Date Speaker Title 

21st January 2021 Danielle Handy I Didn’t Know That 

18th February 2021 Meriet Duncan Honey Bees 

18th March 2021 Howard Slater History of Rock and Roll 

Jane Elliston 

Simon Reeks – Chairman 
 
I was very sad to hear that Ernie Little has passed away, sincere condolences to Thelma and the 
rest of the family. 
 
We have now successfully held several monthly meetings by Zoom, which will continue to be 
the format for the foreseeable future. April has led the way with holding her Family History 
Group meetings by Zoom and Jasmine will be "Zooming" a talk to the Local History Group 
(details below). If any other Group Leaders would like to try out Zoom, please contact me 
(01296 482735 or chairman@u3a.co) - it would be good to get more groups up and running. 
 
The Thames Valley u3a Network - http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ - continues to offer excellent 
online lectures. "Understanding Architecture" is on January 25th and 26th but booking has to 
be made by January 18th, "Music from Musicals, Hooray for Hollywood" is on February 23rd 
and a flyer and booking form (use online form to book by email) are attached to this newsletter 
for your information. 
 



 

Jasmine Reeks – Membership Secretary 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 
It is with sadness that I heard about the death of one of our members, earlier this month. Ernie 
Little, a member since 2000, has passed away. Our sympathy goes to Thelma, his wife and 
family, especially as she too has been unwell. 
 
Birthday Greetings to all you January babies – in our family; our Great Nephew’s birthday on 
the 6th; my father’s birthday on the 8th (he was born in 1901, 120 years ago); our daughter’s 
birthday on the 9th; and my godson on the 19th. Enjoy your other celebrations too. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY & LOCAL HISTORY 
 
I have produced a PowerPoint presentation on the story of our daughter’s flat in Finchley, 
which will be Zoomed on Thursday 28th at 10.30. All Local History and Family History Group 
members should have had an email with the connection details. I am sorry that we can’t reach 
out to members who are not on-line. If any other member is interested, please email Simon, 
reeks@fangio.co.uk, and he will send the details. This is my first attempt so don’t expect a 
professional presentation but an enthusiastic, if shaky one. 
 

YARN CRAFTERS 
 
I am still knitting but of course, the hospital is not taking donations 
at the moment.  
 
LOCKDOWN ACTIVITIES 
 
Well, our daily walks have been curtailed and we are reduced to the 
local estates and circular walks in Aylesbury, pounding the streets. 
We believe that is still legal. On the 8th and 12th January, we saw a 
Little Egret in a stream between Towersey Way and Oxford Road. 
 
 

David Mummery – Secretary 
 

Keeping in Touch 
 
Since February I have been printing the monthly newsletter for a limited number of members.  
I send a small number by post to those who live some distance away from me, but the rest I 
deliver personally. Sometimes when I am noticed we have a chat, but I will miss the ready 
greeting and smile from Ernie Little who passed away early this month.  He was a popular 
member, especially of the Geography and Pétanque Groups.  We have sadly lost a few members 
over the past few months, but I hope that such disasters will soon come to an end. 
 
I look forward to the time when we can meet face to face.  Meanwhile, be wary of cold calls, 
false messages on emails and especially the scourge of social media.  There are a lot of crooks 
out there attempting to relieve us of things we value. 
 



 
2020 has been a difficult year for many, especially those who have lost those close to them. 

The Editor has received this poem circulating in Canada that may give people comfort. 
 

Heaven is not far away 
 
Her hair was up in a pony tail, 
her favourite dress tied with a bow. 
Today was Daddy’s Day at school, 
And she couldn’t wait to go. 
 

But her mommy tried to tell her, 
That she probably should stay home. 
Why the kids might not understand, 
If she went to school alone. 
 

But she was not afraid; 
She knew just what to say. 
What to tell her classmates 
Why he wasn’t there today. 
 

But still her mother worried, 
For her to face this day alone. 
And that was why once again, 
She tried to keep her daughter home. 
 

But the little girl went to school 
Eager to tell them all. 
About a dad she never sees, 
A dad who will never call. 
 

There were daddies along the wall 
For everyone to meet. 
Children squirming impatiently, 
Anxious in their seat. 
 

One by one the teacher called 
a student from the class. 
To introduce their daddy, 
As seconds slowly passed. 
 

At last, her teacher called her name, 
Every child turned to stare, 
Each of them was searching, 
For a man who wasn’t there. 
 

“Where’s her daddy at!” 
She heard a boy call out. 
“She probably doesn’t have one.” 
Another student dared to shout. 
 

And from somewhere near the back, 
She heard a daddy say, 
“Looks like another deadbeat dad, 
Too busy to waste his day.” 
 
 
 

The words did not offend her, 
As she smiled up at her Mom, 
And looked back at her teacher, 
Who told her to go on. 
 

And with hands behind her back, 
Slowly she began to speak, 
And out from the mouth of a child, 
Came words incredibly unique 
 

“My Daddy couldn’t be here, 
Because he lives so far away. 
But I know he wishes he could be, 
Since this is such a special day. 
 

And though you cannot meet him, 
I wanted you to know. 
All about my daddy, 
And how much he loves me so. 
 

He loved to tell me stories. 
He taught me to ride a bike. 
He surprised me with pink roses, 
And taught me to fly a kite. 
 

We used to share fudge sundaes, 
And ice cream in a cone, 
And though you cannot see him, 
I’m not standing here alone. 
 

Cause my daddy’s always with me, 
Even though we are apart. 
I know because he told me. 
He is forever in my heart.” 
 

With that her little hand reached up, 
And lay across her chest. 
Feeling her own heartbeat, 
Beneath her favourite dress. 
 

Somewhere in the crowd of dads, 
Her mother stood in tears, 
Proudly watching her daughter, 
Who was wise beyond her years? 
 

For she stood up for the love 
Of a man in her life, 
Doing what was best for her, 
Doing what should be rife. 
 
 
 

She dropped her hand back down, 
Staring straight into the crowd. 
She finished with a voice so soft. 
But a message - clear and loud. 
 

“I love my daddy very much, 
He’s my shining star. 
And if he could, he’d be here, 
But heaven’s just too far. 
 

You see he is a Canadian soldier 
And died just this past year 
When a roadside bomb hit his convoy 
And taught Canadians to fear. 
 

But sometimes when I close my eyes. 
It’s like he never went away.” 
So, then she closed her eyes 
And saw him clear that day. 
 

To her mother’s amazement, 
She witnessed with surprise, 
A room full of daddies and children, 
All starting to close their eyes. 
 

What did they see before them? 
What did they feel inside? 
Perhaps for merely a second, 
They saw him at her side. 
 

“I know you’re with me Daddy” 
In the silence she called out. 
What happened next made believers, 
Of those once filled with doubt. 
 

No one in that room could explain it, 
For all of their eyes had been closed, 
But there on the desk beside her, 
Was a fragrant long-stemmed rose. 
 

A child was blessed for a moment, 
 by the love of a shining star, 
And given the gift of believing 
That heaven is never- too far 
 
. 
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Tony Vickers 
 

ANGLESEY; FROM WINDMILLS TO WIND TURBINES 
 
Anglesey, off the North West coast of Wales and 
gateway to Ireland, has a 125-mile coast line, and a 
population of 67,000. Over the year, it receives 
consistently strong south westerly winds, making it 
ideal for windmills and now wind turbines. It is 
known by several names; The Island of the Brave, 
The Dark Island, or more well known, Ynys Mon, the 
Mother of Wales (Ynys is island in Welsh).  

 
Famed as the breadbasket of Wales, this title was given in recognition of its grain growing potential 
arising from the quality of its soils, a rich mixture of red clay, sea weed, sand and lime. High levels of 
sunshine and plentiful rain also helped. While early water mills were abundant in England and Wales 
from the late 11th century, the earliest recorded windmill on Anglesey was in 1303 at Newborough (a 
small forest with a delightful beach). Their original name was ‘post mill’; these were fairly simple 
structures built around a massive oak post on which a crowntree rested and which could turn to face 
changing winds. Population expansion (33,800 in 1811, 45,600 in 1821) and the need to feed far more 
mouths brought in radical new designs, leading to the construction of tower mills built on several floors, 
often with names such as dust, bin, stone and meal.  In some places such mills were occasionally moved 
to new sites, often on rollers or just rebuilt. The job of the ‘millwright’ became highly skilled, keeping 
the complex sails up to scratch so that they faced square into the wind’s eye, while making sure the 
machinery was in good order.  Around 50 windmills were erected on Anglesey at different times, many 
working day and night to provide for communities completely dependent on local food production. They 
also served as prominent waymarks to guide travellers.  

 
From the mid-18th century, the island annually exported over 9000 bushels of 
oats, barley, wheat and rye mainly into England. Alongside came large 
quantities of honey as well as hogs, prized Black Cattle and sheep, driven at low 
tide over the Menai Straits. This became a dangerous exercise especially when 
rip tides, whirlpools and surges devasted many herds and their drovers.  
Arklow oysters, raised in beds in the straits were highly prized in the Chester 
and Liverpool markets. Today oysters remain a delicacy and major export, 
mainly into France and Belgium.  
 
If you are looking for traces of windmills on the island, several remain and they resemble lighthouses 
with the sails removed. The only working windmill in Wales, producing wholemeal flour, is Llynnon 
Mill (see top photograph), on the northern end of the island.  Several that became derelict over the years 
have been renovated as houses. 
 

All this is a far cry from the wind turbines you now 
see dotted across the island as well as extensive 
wind turbine farms out to sea, from Holyhead and 
beyond Puffin Island to Rhyl. Despite being an 
ancient technology, back in 1988 wind power was 
seen as a promising form of renewable energy. 
While it had the potential to supply around 15% 
of our energy needs, public feelings, especially on 
Anglesey, were decidedly mixed. There were fears 
over their safety, visual intrusion and impact on 
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the landscape. Many saw them as a threat to wildlife (sea birds, harbour porpoise), to television 
reception or because they were so conspicuous, their siting would deter rural tourism, on which 
Anglesey is so dependent.  Farmers worried their noise would frighten cattle and sheep, until they 
discovered what they would receive in site rental income. This was a classic example of the gap between 
local views and wind energy solutions versus much wider public opinion and the urgent need to reduce 
fossil fuel pollution. One modern turbine can now power around 400-500 houses each year.  
 
Opinion on floating offshore wind turbine farms is now 
changing. While they involve massive capital costs, they 
also now produce three times as much electricity as on 
land. Each year more appear off Anglesey (now around 80 
metres high) and much more is being learned about their 
construction and efficiency. The old millwrights would no 
doubt gaze upon them with amazement and awe. Many 
locals remain sceptical or unimpressed. 
 
BBC Wales reported that this Celtic Array Rhiannon 
Wind Farm had been scrapped on 31 July 2014 (Editor). 
 

Dave Rogers – Editor 
 

Computer Education for ALL! 
The War Cry of the Computer Education Group 

Founded August 1964 
 

In September 1963, I was a young Mathematics Graduate joining the 
staff of Minchenden Grammar School located in Southgate House, 
North London.  My probationary HMI recommended that I became a 
member of the local branch of the Mathematics Association in order to 
keep abreast of modern trends.  In the summer holiday of 1964, the 
Mathematics Association offered a course in “FORTRAN 
programming for Mathematicians” at the old Enfield Technical 
College so I decided to learn something about these new “number-
crunching” machines. 
 

The College was fairly unique in owning a mainframe that was used, on three days 
a week, for Educational Research and, on the other three working days, by local 
industry for its commercial applications particularly payroll.  By chance, the 
mathematical problems set for us to solve were of ‘A’ Level standard and a number 
of the participants came from “local” schools.  At the end of the course, the school 
participants collared our tutor in an attempt to find out what came next. Thus, the 
Computer Education Group was born with its manifesto and war-cry of 
“Computer Education for ALL!”.  We were young, we were enthusiastic and the 
WORLD was our oyster. 
 

In September 1964, I started my first computer club for VIth Form Mathematicians on a Saturday morning from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. A School Governor gave me a key to the firm’s offices.  My pupils learnt to operate cardpunches, 
card readers, card sorters, tape decks and large printers as well as the mainframe itself.  How many computer 
departments would allow 16 & 17-year-old pupils to take over their equipment carte blanche today? 
 

Interest grew in Computer Clubs run by members of the Computer Education Group.  Contacts were 
made of which the most notable were Dr Eric Williams of Chelsea Science College, David Pegg of 
Bedford School, Dr Bill Tagg of Hatfield Technical College and representatives from International 
Computers Ltd (ICL) in Letchworth, Herts.  Each of these people held strong opinions on the way 
forward – virtual science experiments; lower school mathematics; computer science and technology. 
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Although all of us were working hard, Bill Tagg was the first of us to make a break through.  In 1967, he 
persuaded the Associated Examining Board (AEB) of Oxford University to accept a Computer Science syllabus 
for their ‘A’ Level Applied Mathematics.  The current exam syllabus offered schools the choice of two sections 
from which they had to choose one.  AEB added a third section on Computer Science and during 1967/1969 some 
schools decided to let their pupils sit that experimental section of the paper.  The results were so successful that 
Bill obtained his wish of running his own Hertfordshire Advisory Unit for Computer Based Education 
(HAUCBE) from a building in Hatfield. 
 

After Minchenden School (1963 – 1968), I moved to Luton 
VIth Form College (1968 – 1970).  At Luton VIth Form 
College, I had been appointed as Mathematics Master i/c 
Computing.  In that capacity I had developed my own 
Computer Studies Module that I was trying to get accepted 
by the same (AEB) examining board for addition to their 
‘A’ Level General Studies paper.  Also, I was trying to 
persuade Luton LEA to give me a computer link to 
HAUCBE and Hatfield Technical College.   
 

I was still running a Computer Club – only this time I took 
over the whole of Luton Town Hall’s Computer 
Department from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. on a Wednesday 
afternoon.  Wednesday afternoon was the council offices 
half-day as data-processing employees were expected to 
work on Saturday mornings.  In many ways I had not 
advanced from Minchenden School square one with an 
ICL 1900 mainframe replacing the minicomputer. 

 

Bill Tagg opened the proceedings of our five-year review (August 1969) with the news that HAUCBE was in the 
middle of what appeared to be successful negotiations with London University for the introduction of ‘A’ Level 
Computer Science.  The main thrust of these new papers would be the academic rigour of computer 
programming.  In order to achieve this, London University were designing a new educational computer 
programming language (PASCAL) based on Pure Logic for its grammar with a well-defined syntax. 
 

Although David Pegg was certain that there was a need to open up our Computer Clubs to the Lower School 
Mathematicians and towards this end had purchased an ex-military minicomputer (Elliot 803) for his school; he 
was happy with the existing AEB Syllabus and with a first run of 800 students; he considered that there was no 
need for further development of Computer Education in Schools.  In short – job well done! 
 

ICL was much more concerned in the technology of computers and, 
towards this end, their training department had developed a 
publication (ICL – CES) that explained the Sequence Control 
Register, Current Instruction Register and the Computer Bus with 
particular reference as to how these worked in the ICL range of 
mainframes. 
 

Eric Williams had developed contacts in MIT (USA) and was 
fascinated with the new Teletype Technology in use over the Atlantic.  
MIT were developing mainframes that allowed Teletypes to be 
plugged directly into the Central Processing Unit over a telephone link.  
The possibility of the average student having a conversation with a 
computer was a highly significant step forward.  Branching programs 
that displayed different information to the pupil dependent on his 
reaction to a previous display greatly simplified the role of the teacher.  
Experiments in the USA showed that pupils learnt faster when these 
diagnostic programs in Computer Assisted Learning (CAL) were 
available in the classroom.  Many CAL programs already existed in 
normal subjects.  Whilst he was hoping to adapt Science CAL 
programs for the English Education System, he also hoped that 
HAUCBE would perform the same task for other school subjects.  
HAUCBE did produce and manage the Hertfordshire Mathematics 
project for the Lower Secondary School. 
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As for myself, I was not happy with any of the above reports.  After five years, we seemed to have moved well 
away from our original constitution and manifesto – Computer Education for ALL!  We were concentrating on 
the replacement of a teacher by a computer so that elite VIth Formers could learn faster.  To date, we had done 
nothing for the Secondary Modern School and completely ignored the fact that 95% of all mainframes were sold 
to commercial establishments.  We needed to branch out into both Secondary Modern Education and Further 
Education Colleges. 
 

My outburst was dismissed as HAUCBE was developing a 
Hertfordshire CSE for their Secondary Modern Schools based on 
the ICL – CES material and BASIC computer programming.  
Pupils who were successful would then go onto Electronics Courses 
in Further Education and out into local industry to repair the 95% 
of mainframes.  Sadly, these decisions for future activity, meant that 
my time at Luton VIth Form College had to come to an end. I 
couldn’t teach a subject whose jargon I didn’t fully understand and 
whose content wouldn’t benefit ALL. 
 

 A better tool must be found!!! 
To be continued next month. 

 

Simon Reeks – Gadget Group 
 

Lockdown prevents me from making house calls but I am 
only too willing to try and help by phone and / or email. If 
it would help, I can access your Windows device remotely 
using the delights of the internet - something that I've been 
able to do successfully for several members over the last 
month. For example, with the major growth of Zoom, I've 
been able to help set up several video connections. 
 

A member who has upgraded recently has kindly donated 
a very nice PC - I've upgraded the hard drive and graphics 
and installed the latest version of Windows 10, available 
for the cost of the parts, £25 - also two unopened HP 364 
Black ink cartridges, available free to a good home! 
 

Any problems, do contact me at 01296 482735 or chairman@u3a.co 

 
 

Next Contribution Date 
Friday 12th February 

 Contributions Welcome 
from ALL Members 

 
 
 

Answer to Christmas Puzzle 

 



	

Thames	Valley	Network	

	

	
MUSIC	FROM	THE	MUSICALS	

Tuesday	23rd	February	10.30	a.m.	on	Zoom	
Clive	Aronson	will	be	giving	a	unique	insight	into	the	musicals	we	all	know	and	
love.	He	has	had	his	own	radio	programme	(which	he	started	purely	as	a	
charity	one-off	event	during	lockdown	last	year)	which	has	proved	so	
successful	that	he	now	runs	it	weekly	with	a	different	slant	each	session.	

Clive	will	illustrate	the	music	with	clips,	both	visual	and	on	audio.	The	session	
will	be	divided	as	follows:	

10.15.-10.30		Entry	to	the	meeting	

10.30	–	11.15		Music	from	the	Musicals	

11.15	–	11.30		Short	break	

11.30	–	12.15	Hooray	for	Hollywood!	

The	fee	for	the	event	is	£3.00	per	device.	To	attend	please	email	a	completed	application	
form	and	make	an	online	banking	transfer,	or	send	a	printed	application	form	together	with	
a	cheque	to	the	address	on	the	application	form.	

Closing	date	Monday,	15th	February	2021	(No	further	applications	after	this	date)	

Confirmation	of	applications	will	be	by	email	unless	a	stamped	self-addressed	envelope	is	
enclosed.	The	Zoom	link	will	be	circulated	a	few	days	prior	to	the	event.	As	we	have	had	
some	problems	with	the	Zoom	link	being	received,	please	reply	to	the	confirmation	so	that	
we	can	be	sure	you	are	receiving	the	messages.		

Further	information	from:	Fay	Sinai	email:	fay.sinai@icloud.com		To	receive	details	of	future	TVN	
events,	please	send	your	name	and	preferred	email	address	to	events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk	

This	Photo	by	Unknown	Author	is	licensed	under	CC	BY	



 
                                                                       Thames Valley Network 
 

                        MUSIC FROM THE MUSICALS 
           Tuesday, 23rd February 10.30 a.m. on Zoom 

 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
Please type or complete in block capitals – one form per device.  Where two or more members intend 
to share a computer / tablet we only require one application but would appreciate all the names.   
 
I / we would like to attend this event: 
 

Full Name(s) …… 
 
Email… 
 
Telephone number….. 
 
I certify that I / we belong to                                                                             U3A   
 

Signed….                                                                          Date….                         

(N.B. forms sent from a personal email address do not require a signature) 

 

Payment of £3.00 per device should, if possible, be made by bank transfer  

Sort code:  20-85-73       Account number: 63159434 

Account name:  Susan Berry TVN Events     Please use reference: MUS 

N.B. There may be problems with the transaction due to banks’ own security rules. If so, please send a cheque instead. 
 

I have paid by Bank Transfer         YES /  NO 
 
Please return your completed form to fay.sinai@icloud.com 
 

OR 
 

Return to:  Fay Sinai, 18 Mill Stream Court, Abingdon OX14 5XA 

together with a cheque made out to:  U3A Thames Valley Network.   Cheque enclosed   YES /  NO  
 

       Closing date Monday, 15th February 2021 

 
Confirmation of applications will be by email unless a stamped self-addressed envelope is enclosed. 
The Zoom link will be circulated a few days prior to the event. As we have had some problems with the 
Zoom link being received, please reply to the confirmation so that we can be sure you are receiving the 
messages.  


